




“For books are the carriers of civilization. Without books, 

history is silent, literature dumb, science crippled, thought and 

speculation at a standstill. Without books, the development of 

civilization would have been impossible. They are engines of 

change, windows on the world, and (as the poet has said) 

‘lighthouses erected in the sea of time.’ They are companions, 

teachers, magicians, bankers of the treasures of the world. 

Books are humanity in print. ‘All the glory of the world would 

be buried in oblivion,’ wrote Bishop de Bury, chancellor of 

England in the fourteenth century, ‘unless God had provided 

mortals with the remedy of books.’” 

  —Barbara W. Tuchman
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herman melville

“No Equal In American Literature”:  
First American Edition Of Moby-Dick In Original Cloth

1.    MELVILLE, Herman. Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. New York, 1851. Octavo, original dark brown cloth, custom black morocco 
clamshell box. $68,000.

First American edition, in first binding, of Melville’s rare classic. A very nice copy.

Arguably the greatest single work in American literature, Moby-Dick was initially “a complete practical failure, misunderstood 
by the critics and ignored by the public; and in 1853 the Harper’s fire destroyed the plates of all his books and most of the copies 
remaining in stock (only about 60 copies of Moby-Dick survived the fire)… [Nevertheless,] 
Melville’s permanent fame must always rest on the great prose epic of Moby-Dick, a book 
that has no equal in American literature for variety and splendor of style and for depth 
of feeling” (DAB). This American edition contains 35 passages and the Epilogue omitted 
from the English edition (The Whale, published in October of the same year; the first 
American edition appeared in December). Complete with six pages of advertisements at 
the end, covers blind-stamped with heavy rule frame and publisher’s circular device at 
center, marbled endpapers. This copy with double flyleaves at front and triple flyleaves at rear. BAL 13664. Three bookplates. Ink 
owner signature dated 1857 to title page; early owner pencil inscriptions to front flyleaf. A bit of minor restoration to cloth, gilt 
bright; some foxing to first and last few blank flyleaves only; faintest trace of damp to lower corner of title page and first few 
leaves of text. Text unusually fresh and clean. An exceptional copy of a landmark work, far nicer than often found.

“This miracle of a book  
Moby Dick, almost flawless,  

I think.” —Harold Bloom

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/herman-melville/moby-dick-or-the-whale/91696.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/herman-melville/moby-dick-or-the-whale/91696.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/herman-melville/moby-dick-or-the-whale/91696.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/herman-melville/moby-dick-or-the-whale/91696.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/herman-melville/moby-dick-or-the-whale/91696.aspx




nuremberg chronicle, 1493
A Landmark In The History Of Printing, And One Of The Greatest Illustrated Books Ever 

Published: 1493 First Edition Of The Monumental “Nuremberg Chronicle”

2.     (NUREMBERG CHRONICLE) SCHEDEL, Hartmann. Liber Chronicarum. Nuremberg, 12 July 1493. Tall folio, 
period-style elaborately blind tooled full pigskin, metal clasps.  $150,000.

First edition of the extraordinary “Nuremberg Chronicle,” the most profusely illustrated book of the 15th century, 
featuring the first modern map of Europe and Ptolemy’s map of the world. Complete, with portrait of Pope Joan intact 
and unmutilated.

Hartmann Schedel compiled this elaborate history of the world from “the first day of creation” to his own time in an 
effort to correct what he felt was a slight to German history by other chroniclers. He divided his work into the usual six 
ages of the history of mankind, adding a seventh in which he foretold the coming of the Antichrist, the destruction of 
the world, and judgment day. The fame of the volume rests on its illustrations. “There are 1809 woodcuts printed from 
645 different blocks. They picture the major events of the Old and New Testaments, episodes in the lives of many saints, 
portraits of prophets, kings, popes, heroes, and great men of all centuries, freaks of nature, and panoramic views of 
cities. Nuremberg artists Michael Wolgemut and Wilhelm Pleydenwurff were responsible for the production of the 
book… The wood blocks were designed by the two masters and their assistants, including the young Albrecht Dürer, 
who was apprenticed to Wolgemut at the time. The printing was carried out under the supervision of the great scholar-
printer Anton Koberger, whose illustrated books were famous throughout Europe” (Legacies of Genius 5). The unusually 
detailed woodcuts, many full- and double-page, feature the first modern map of Europe (double-page), Ptolemy’s map 
of the world, and an extraordinary two-page illustration of the destruction of Jerusalem. This copy with the portrait of 
Pope Joan intact and unadulterated (the portrait is usually severely defaced), with only the word “Septimus” crossed 
out in the caption and replaced with “Octavus” in an early hand. This Latin edition precedes the German-language 
edition by five months. Text complete, without two final blanks and the blank that accompanied “De Sarmacia,” as 
often found. First several leaves with marginal wormholes at upper corner expertly repaired. Text professionally 
cleaned, with faint traces of early ink marginalia on a very few leaves. Period-style binding beautiful and fine.

“A book of monumental ambition carried out 
with masterful technique… the most copiously 

illustrated book of the 15th century.”  
—Legacies of Genius

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nuremberg-chronicle-hartmann-schedel/liber-chronicarum/89129.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nuremberg-chronicle-hartmann-schedel/liber-chronicarum/89129.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nuremberg-chronicle-hartmann-schedel/liber-chronicarum/89129.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nuremberg-chronicle-hartmann-schedel/liber-chronicarum/89129.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nuremberg-chronicle-hartmann-schedel/liber-chronicarum/89129.aspx
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james joyce

“The Most Influential Work Of Modern Times”:  
First Edition Of Ulysses, An Extraordinary Copy In Original Wrappers, Largely Unopened

3.     JOYCE, James. Ulysses. Paris, 1922. Quarto, original blue paper wrappers, custom clamshell box.  $110,000.

First edition of the novel that changed the path of modern literature, one of only 750 numbered copies on handmade 
paper, in the now-iconic original paper wrappers.

“The novel is universally hailed as the most influential work of modern times” 
(Grolier Joyce 69). After working seven years on Ulysses, Joyce, desperate to find a 
publisher, turned to Sylvia Beach of Shakespeare and Company in Paris. “Within a 
month of the publication, the first printing of Ulysses was practically sold out, and 
within a year Joyce had become a well-known literary figure… Then began the great 
game of smuggling the edition into countries where it was forbidden, especially 
England and the United States” (de Grazia, 27). Of the 1000 copies of the first edition, 
100 copies were printed on Holland paper and were signed by Joyce, 150 copies were 
printed on vergé d’Arches paper, and the other 750 copies, numbered 251 to 1000, 
were printed on slightly less costly handmade paper, as here. An extraordinary copy 
with only the slightest rubbing to spine, almost never seen in this condition, just a 
touch of paper restoration to spine head. A beautiful, largely unopened copy in the 
fragile, iconic paper wrappers.

“Certainly the most 
famous work of fiction  

of the 20th century, 
and arguably the 

profoundest and best 
as well.”  

—Bruce Arnold

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/james-joyce/ulysses/91455.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/james-joyce/ulysses/91455.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/james-joyce/ulysses/91455.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/james-joyce/ulysses/91455.aspx




thomas jefferson/john dickinson

One Of The Most Important Documents Of The Revolution

4.     (CONTINENTAL CONGRESS) (JEFFERSON, Thomas) (DICKINSON, John). A Declaration 
by the Representatives… Setting forth the Causes and Necessity of their taking up Arms. 
Philadelphia, 1775. BOUND WITH: The Declaration by the Representatives… London, 1775. 
Octavo, 19th-century three-quarter red morocco gilt.  $98,000.

Exceptional 1775 collection of American revolutionary works, featuring the rarely found first 
pamphlet printing of the July 6 Declaration… [on] Taking Up Arms, written by Jefferson and John 
Dickinson for the Second Continental Congress and published in Philadelphia by the Bradfords, 
one of the greatest state papers of the Revolution and the most important forerunner to the 
Declaration of Independence, bound in one exceptional volume with the “secretly issued” first 
English edition, published in London with three additional revolutionary works—Dickinson’s July 
5 Olive Branch petition (“To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”) printed with the names of all its 
signatories, the Continental Congress’s July 8 petition to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, and its 
July 28 petition To the People of Ireland—together handsomely bound in crimson morocco and 
marbled boards by Pratt.

When the Second Continental Congress met in May 1775, its delegates included Hancock, John 
Adams, Washington, Jefferson, Franklin and John Dickinson. While some were ambivalent about 
how to confront Britain, others saw war as inevitable. On July 5 Congress drafted Dickinson’s Olive 
Branch Petition, which made a last minute appeal to 
George III. Only one day later Congress took a 
different turn with Jefferson and Dickinson’s 
landmark Declaration… [on] Taking Up Arms, one of 
the greatest of the state papers of the Revolution and 
the most important precursor to the Declaration of 
Independence. The exceedingly rare first pamphlet 
printing, which was issued in Philadelphia by the 
Bradfords (apparently without special orders from 
Congress), is the first work bound in this rare volume, 
which also contains its first English edition, featured 
in a Revolutionary collection, published in London, 
that was “secretly issued, with no printer shown, as propaganda for American sympathizers” (Howes 
D198). Text fresh with Declaration half title expertly remargined at top edge, minor paper repair, 
title page with small bit of archival restoration to upper corner, minor archival paper repair 
minimally affecting one word, very light occasional soiling, expert joint repairs.

“In the first weeks this Congress 
had created an American army 
and adopted a declaration on 

waging war that, as Adams put 
it, had ‘some mercury in it.’”  

—John Ferling
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http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/continental-congress-thomas-jefferson/declaration--the-causes-and-necessity-of-taking-up-arms/89613.aspx
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edward gibbon

“The Greatest Historical Work Ever Written”

5.     GIBBON, Edward. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. London, 1776-88. Six volumes. Quarto, 
contemporary full tree calf gilt.  $36,000.

Rare full first edition with portrait of Gibbon by Joseph Hall after Joshua Reynolds 
and three engraved folding maps by Kitchin of the Western and Eastern Roman 
Empire and of Constantinople, in lovely contemporary calf gilt.

“This masterpiece of historical penetration and literary style has remained one of the 
ageless historical works… Gibbon brought a width of vision and a critical mastery of 
the available sources which have not been equaled to this day; and the result was 
clothed in inimitable prose” (PMM 222). “It is not merely the learning of his work, 
learned as it is, that gives it character as a history. It is also that ingenious skill by 
which the vast erudition, the boundless range, the infinite variety, and the gorgeous 
magnificence of the details are all wrought together in a symmetrical whole. It is still 
entitled to be esteemed as the greatest historical work ever written” (Adams, Manual of 
Historical Literature, 146-7). The distinct states of the 1776 first edition of Volume I 
arise from Strahan’s decision to double the size of the edition from 500 to 1000 after 
printing began. In this copy, Volume I comes from the second 500 copies printed, 
with errata corrected as far as page 183 and in pages i-xv of the notes. All 1000 copies 
of the first edition were sold within two weeks of publication. The map of 
Constantinople is fully margined and folding, not trimmed to fit as often found. 
Joints and spine ends with expert repair. A lovely set in contemporary calf.

“This masterpiece of 
historical penetration and 
literary style has remained 
one of the ageless historical 
works… Gibbon brought a 

width of vision and a critical 
mastery of the available 

sources which have not been 
equaled to this day.”  

—Printing & the Mind of Man
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thomas hobbes

“A Powerful Influence On The Framers Of The Constitution”

6.     HOBBES, Thomas. Leviathan, or, The Matter, Forme, & Power of a Common-wealth Ecclesiasticall and Civill. London, 
1651. Small folio (7-1/2 by 11 inches), period-style full calf gilt.  $29,000.

First edition, first issue, of one of the most controversial and important tracts 
ever written in political philosophy—”a model of vigorous exposition, 
unsurpassed in the language”—and a major influence on the framers of the 
American Constitution.

“This book produced a fermentation in English thought not surpassed until 
the advent of Darwinism. Its importance may be gauged by the long list of 
assailants it aroused. It was placed on the Index Librorum Prohibitorum 7 May 
1703, though all Hobbes’ works had previously been condemned in toto, and it 
still remains a model of vigorous exposition, unsurpassed in the language” 
(Pforzheimer). “Hobbes had a fundamentally pessimistic view of human 
nature… [which] had a powerful influence on the framers of the [American] Constitution… When John Adams wrote that ‘he 
who would found a state, and make proper laws for the government of it, must presume that all men are bad by nature,’ he was 
expressing an idea that was derived at once from Hobbes” (Lutz & Warden, A Covenanted People, 38). Scattered old ink 
marginalia. Small rectangular portion excised from lower corner of folding table, not affecting text, scattered light foxing, tiny 
marginal hole to leaf F2. Beautifully bound. 

“Few books have caused more or 
fiercer controversy than this one… 

The system he constructed is the 
most profound materialistic system 
of modern times.” —A.S.W. Rosenbach

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-hobbes/leviathan/91186.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-hobbes/leviathan/91186.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-hobbes/leviathan/91186.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-hobbes/leviathan/91186.aspx
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the federalist

Very Rare And Important First Edition Of The Federalist:  
“The Most Famous And Influential American Political Work” 

7.     (HAMILTON, Alexander; MADISON, James; JAY, John). The Federalist. New York, 1788. Two volumes bound in one. 
12mo, contemporary full sheep, custom chemise and box.  $260,000.

First edition of The Federalist, one of the rarest and most significant books in American political history, which “exerted a 
powerful influence in procuring the adoption of the Federal Constitution.” An exceptional copy in full contemporary sheep.

“When Alexander Hamilton invited his fellow New Yorker John Jay and James Madison, a Virginian, to join him in writing the 
series of essays published as The Federalist, it was to meet the immediate need of convincing the reluctant New York State 
electorate of the necessity of ratifying the newly proposed Constitution of the United States. The 85 essays, under the pseudonym 
‘Publius,’ were designed as political propaganda, not as a treatise of political philosophy. In spite of this, The Federalist survives 
as one of the new nation’s most important contributions to the theory of government” (PMM, 234). The Federalist “exerted a 
powerful influence in procuring the adoption of the Federal Constitution, not only in New York but in the other states. There 
is probably no work in so small a compass that contains so much valuable 
political information. The true principles of a republican form of 
government are here unfolded with great clearness and simplicity” (Church 
1230). “A generation passed before it was recognized that these essays by 
the principal author of the Constitution and its brilliant advocate were the 
most authoritative interpretation of the Constitution as drafted by the 
Convention of 1787. As a commentary and exposition of the Constitution, 
the influence of the Federalist has been profound” (Grolier American 100, 56). Of the only 500 copies published, Hamilton is 
said to have sent nearly 50 copies to Virginia for the ratifying convention. The remaining 450 copies sold poorly, and “the 
publishers complained in October 1788, long after New York had ratified the Constitution, that they still had several hundred 
unsold copies” (Maggs, 815). Early owner signature. Occasional neat annotations. Closed tear and early repair to Q2 affecting 
only a few letters, blank top edges of title pages with expert paper restoration. Headcap and joints expertly repaired. A handsome 
copy of an exceptionally rare and important work, even scarcer in contemporary sheep.

“The best commentary on the 
principles of government which ever 

was written.” –Thomas Jefferson

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-hamilton-james-madison/federalist/80124.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-hamilton-james-madison/federalist/80124.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-hamilton-james-madison/federalist/80124.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-hamilton-james-madison/federalist/80124.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-hamilton-james-madison/federalist/80124.aspx
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george washington/john marshall

“The Only Comprehensive Account By A Great Statesman Of The Full Founding Of The United States”

8.     (WASHINGTON, George) MARSHALL, John. The Life of George Washington. Philadelphia, 1804-07. Six volumes. 
Thick octavo, contemporary full brown tree calf gilt; quarto atlas volume, original marbled boards and paper label 
respined in calf.  $16,800.

First edition of Marshall’s important biography of Washington, with engraved frontispiece portrait and the companion atlas 
of ten strategic maps (eight double-page) depicting Washington’s major Revolutionary War campaigns. A beautiful and most 
desirable set in contemporary tree calf, with scarce atlas volume in original boards.

Shortly after Marshall became Chief Justice, Washington’s nephew Bushrod approached him to write the first President’s offi-
cial biography. Probably no man was better suited to the task. As a personal friend of Washington, Marshall had announced 

the President’s death in 1799, offered the eulogy, chaired the committee that ar-
ranged the funeral rites, and led the commission to plan a monument in the 
capital city. When Marshall’s Life of Washington appeared, it quickly gained 
such authoritative status that Washington scholar Jared Sparks suggested any 
new biographical undertaking would be “presumptuous” (Sparks, Washington 
I:12). The work “is political history as well as biography… the only comprehensive 
account by a great statesman of the full founding of the United States— of the 
founding of an independent people as well as of its government… There is no 
other concentrated history of the essentials by such an authority on American 
institutions” (Robert K. Faulkner). “If George Washington founded the country, 
John Marshall defined it” (Jean Edward Smith). Original owner signature of 
Thomas Foster, dated 1804 on first page of Preface, and named in the list of 
subscribers. Contemporary American tree calf bindings very attractive with just 
a bit of very minor restoration. Most desirable.

“At times [it] achieves the grace 
and urgency of Grant’s military 

memoirs. His portrayal of 
conditions at Valley Forge is  

the best that has been written...  
the volumes are invaluable.” 

 —Jean Edward Smith

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-washington-john-marshall/life-of-george-washington/89657.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-washington-john-marshall/life-of-george-washington/89657.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-washington-john-marshall/life-of-george-washington/89657.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-washington-john-marshall/life-of-george-washington/89657.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-washington-john-marshall/life-of-george-washington/89657.aspx
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benjamin franklin

“America’s First Great Scientific Contribution”

9.     FRANKLIN, Benjamin. Experiments and Observations on 
Electricity. London, 1769. Large octavo, contemporary marbled 
boards rebacked.  $30,000.

First complete edition of “the most important scientific book of 
18th-century America” and “America’s first great scientific 
contribution” (PMM), with seven engraved plates (two folding). 
An exceptional, wide-margined copy. An important edition, 
edited and revised by Franklin himself, and with material and 
footnotes appearing here for the first time, especially scarce in 
contemporary marbled boards.

This first complete edition is the fourth edition of the original work; the earlier editions, each issued in three parts as separately 
published pamphlets usually bound together, were carelessly published. Franklin edited this new one-volume edition himself, 
significantly revising the text, adding for the first time a number of his own philosophical letters and papers, introducing 
footnotes, correcting errors, and adding an index (Cohen, Benjamin Franklin’s 
Experiments). “Franklin’s most important scientific publication,” Experiments and 
Observations contains detailed accounts of the founding father’s crucial kite and key 
experiment, his work with Leiden jars, lightning rods and charged clouds (Norman 
830). “The most dramatic result of Franklin’s researches was the proof that lightning is 
really an electrical phenomenon. Others had made such a suggestion before him— 
even Newton himself— but it was he who provided the experimental proof” (PMM). 
“The lightning experiments caused Franklin’s name to become known throughout Europe to the public at large and not merely 
to men of science. Joseph Priestley, in his History of Electricity, characterized the experimental discovery that the lightning 
discharge is an electrical phenomenon as ‘the greatest, perhaps, since the time of Isaac Newton… Franklin’s achievement… 
marked the coming of age of electrical science and the full acceptance of the new field of specialization” (DSB). Text and plates 
generally fresh with light scattered foxing, expert archival rebacking to endpapers, some rubbing to contemporary boards. A 
highly desirable extremely good copy, very scarce in contemporary boards.

“He found electricity a 
curiosity and left it a science.” 

—Carl Van Doren

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/benjamin-franklin/experiments-and-observations-on-electricity/89125.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/benjamin-franklin/experiments-and-observations-on-electricity/89125.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/benjamin-franklin/experiments-and-observations-on-electricity/89125.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/benjamin-franklin/experiments-and-observations-on-electricity/89125.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/benjamin-franklin/experiments-and-observations-on-electricity/89125.aspx
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albert einstein

His “One And Only Intellectual Biography”: Signed By Einstein

10.   EINSTEIN, Albert. Albert Einstein: Philosopher-Scientist. Evanston, 1949. Octavo, original brown cloth, 
custom clamshell box. $13,000.

First edition, one of 760 copies signed and dated by Einstein.

“The greatest physicist of the 20th century” (PMM 408). This impressive 
volume offers an excellent study of Einstein’s life as well as of his scientific 
and philosophic thought. Included are Einstein’s autobiographical notes in 
German and English; 24 descriptive and critical essays on Einstein’s work 
(contributors include Wolfgang Pauli, Louis de Broglie, Max Born, Kurt 

Gödel and Niels Bohr), together with Einstein’s responses; and a bibliography of his writings and index. Illustrated 
with frontispiece, photographic portraits and plates. Without rarely found original glassine, slipcase. This 
volume is the seventh in the “Library of Living Philosophers.” A fine signed copy.

“I have no special talents, 
I am only passionately 
curious.” —Albert Einstein
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charles darwin

First American Edition Of Darwin’s On The Origin Of Species,  
“The Most Important Single Work In Science”

11.    DARWIN, Charles. On the Origin of Species By Means of Natural Selection. New York, 1860. Octavo, original green 
cloth, custom half morocco clamshell box.  $15,000.

First American edition, first issue, of “certainly the most important 
biological book ever written” (Freeman)—the book that introduced the 
idea the world would come to know as “evolution”—published just one 
year after the London first edition.

When first published in 1859, On the Origin of Species, “the most 
important single work in science, brought man to his true place in 
nature” (Heralds of Science 199). Darwin “revolutionized our methods 
of thinking and our outlook on the natural order of things. The 
recognition that constant change is the order of the universe had been 
finally established and a vast step forward in the uniformity of nature had been taken” (PMM 344). First issue, with only two 
quotations opposite title page. Freeman 377. Bookplate. Original cloth and inner hinges expertly restored. A beautiful copy.

“There is a grandeur in this view of 
life… from so simple a beginning 
endless forms most beautiful and 

most wonderful have been, and are 
being, evolved.” —Charles Darwin
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francisco goya

Goya’s Masterpiece Desastres De La Guerra:  
Extraordinary 1863 First Edition, One Of Only 500 Copies, Complete With 80 Original Etchings

12.     GOYA Y LUCIENTES, Francisco José de. Los Desastres de la Guerra. Madrid, 1863. Two volumes. Total of 80 
numbered and titled copperplate etchings done with drypoint, burin, aquatint and lavis, on wove paper with watermark 
J.G.O. and palmette. Oblong folio, contemporary half red morocco gilt.  $225,000.

First edition, second issue, of “the most brutally savage protest against cruelty and war which the visual imagination of man 
has conceived”—one of only 500 copies in the first printing. Fine, early impressions, with tonal variations in the lavis that 
disappear in later editions.

Napoleon’s invasion of Spain in 1807 and 1808 brought about the abdication of the Bourbon rulers and sparked violent pro-
tests against the French. During the war years, Goya vented his horror and outrage at the atrocities committed by soldiers 
and compatriots alike: “In 80 small, compact images, each etched with acid on copper, Goya told the appalling truth. He 

aimed a high-power beam on hideous sights: guerillas shot at close range; 
the ragged remains of mutilated corpses; and the emaciated victims of war’s 
partner famine. Never before had a story of man’s inhumanity to man been 
so compellingly told, every episode reported with the utmost compassion, 
the human form described with such keen honesty and pitying respect” 

(Goya in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 25-26). “Nothing in art reflects with more terrible emphasis the horrors of war than 
Goya’s Desastres de la Guerra… As a satirist he may be misanthropic and bitter… but in the unflinching courage with which 
he probes right to the heart of social rottenness he proves himself the true satirist who battles with abuses” (Hind, 255-56). 
Perhaps because Goya did not intend to see Desastres through publication, the series as a whole is somewhat less coherent 
than the two series of prints Goya issued while alive, Los Caprichos and Tauromaquia. Plates 2-47 depict scenes of war, pos-
sibly as witnessed by Goya during his travels to and from Zaragoza in 1808, but most likely from newspaper and other ac-
counts; plates 48-64 record the famine that ravaged Madrid from 1811-12, done shortly thereafter; the remaining 16 images 
are more fantastic, politically satirical 
images, which have been variously dated, 
most likely from circa 1815-17. As the 
subjects and themes evolved throughout 
the creation of Desastres, so did the art-
ist’s approach, moving from a highly de-
tailed style to a much less finished tech-
nique. “He still stands as one of the 
greatest virtuosi of an art which had only 
been introduced a few years before his 
work commenced” (Hind, 252). This 
work is most scarce and extremely diffi-
cult to obtain, as over the years copies 
have found their way to museums or to 
print dealers. This first edition has ap-
peared at auction only four times in the 
last 25 years. This is a second-issue copy 
of the first printing, with corrections to 
the captions of plates 9, 32-36, 39 and 47. 
Harris Ib. A beautiful copy in fine condi-
tion with clean, sharp impressions.

“The greatest antiwar manifesto in 
the history of art.” —Robert Hughes

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/francisco-goya-y-lucientes/desastres-de-la-guerra/86560.aspx
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henry roth

A Great Rarity: Presentation/Association First Edition Of Call It Sleep, 
 “One Of ‘The Greatest Achievements Of American Writing This Century,”  

Inscribed By Henry Roth To Famed Editor William Targ, Credited With Ending Roth’s Writer’s Block,  
And To Roth’s Literary Agent, Roslyn Siegel Targ

13.     ROTH, Henry. Call It Sleep. New York, 1934. Octavo, original light blue cloth, dust jacket.  $48,500.

First edition of Roth’s magnum opus, an exceedingly rare presentation/association copy inscribed by Roth to legendary editor 
William Targ and his wife, Roslyn Siegel Targ, Roth’s literary agent: “For Roz and Bill Targ In cherished friendship Henry 
Roth.” William Targ was praised by Roth for ending his 40-year writer’s block in publishing his long-awaited work, Nature’s 
First Green (1979), as the premiere edition of Targ’s private press. We have encountered only one other presentation/association 
first edition of this novel. In a beautiful, very scarce first-state dust jacket.

“One of the ‘greatest achievements of American writing this century” Henry Roth’s magisterial novel about David Schearl, a 
young Jewish immigrant in turn-of-the-century New York, is also hailed as the finest Jewish-American novel of the age (Parker 
& Kermode, 181). Roth warmly inscribed this exceptional first edition to legendary editor William Targ and his wife, Rosyln 
Siegel Targ. Considered “one of the greatest post-World War II editors,” Targ was editor-in-chief at G.P. Putnam’s Sons in the 
1960s, a time when Roth’s literary agent was Roslyn Siegel Targ. Targ “considered Call It Sleep, along with The Great Gatsby and 
An American Tragedy, one of the three great American novels of the 20th 
century” (Kellman, 241). On retiring from Putnam’s, Targ, a passionate 
bibliophile, founded the private press Targ Editions, esteemed for its production 
of select works, each “beautifully printed, by letter press, and bound, in limited 
editions signed by the authors.” The first work published by Targ Editions “was 
Nature’s First Green, a short work by Henry Roth, who often credited Targ with 
ending a writer’s block that lasted for more than 40 years” (New York Times). 
Book fresh and uncut; lightest edge-wear, minor tape reinforcement to verso, a 
bit of expert restoration to spine head of rarely found dust jacket. An exceptional 
about-fine presentation copy with an especially memorable association.

“The quality of a dream…  
if it describes a world of 
vivid fragments, it also 
evokes with relentless 

accuracy the gigantic fears, 
extreme attachments and 
dreadful misconceptions  

of childhood.”  
—The New York Times

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-roth-william-targ/call-it-sleep/87392.aspx
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david ricardo

Exceedingly Rare Association First 
Edition Of Ricardo’s Principles Of 
Political Economy And Taxation,  

The Copy Of Ricardo’s Good Friend  
And Trusted Ally In The House  

Of Commons

14.  RICARDO, David. On The Principles 
of Political Economy and Taxation. 
London, 1817. Octavo, contemporary brown 
calf early rebacked in elaborately gilt-
decorated spine.  $65,000.

First edition of David Ricardo’s most im-
portant work, a cornerstone of economic 
theory— one of only 750 copies printed—an 
extremely rare association copy from the 
family of prominent British industrialist, 
financier and influential abolitionist, 
Pascoe Grenfell, close friend and political 
ally of Ricardo. Scarce in contemporary calf 
boards.

“David Ricardo is without doubt the great-
est representative of classical political econ-
omy. He carried the work begun by Adam 
Smith to the farthest point possible… 
Ricardo, writing 50 years later than Smith, 
showed a greater insight into the working of 
the economic system… In the opinion of his 

own contemporaries at home and abroad, Ricardo was acknowledged the leader of the science… His most important 
work is On the Principles of Political Economy and Taxation” (Roll, History of Economic Thought, 155-6). Ricardo had 
made a fortune for himself on the London Stock Exchange by the age of 25. “He now began to interest himself in scien-
tific and mathematical studies, but after reading The Wealth of Nations he decided to devote himself to political economy… 
The fundamental groundwork of the Principles is based on the 
theory that, given free competition in trade, the exchange 
value of commodities will be determined by the amount of 
labor expended in production… [a thesis] which was given 
new force by the theory of distribution with which Ricardo 
reinforced it… Ricardo was, in a sense, the first ‘scientific’ 
economist… [His work] has proved of lasting value” (Printing 
and the Mind of Man 277). 

This especially rare association copy contains the bookplate 
of Riversdale William Grenfell, son of leading British 
industrialist and financial expert, Pascoe Grenfell—a trusted colleague of David Ricardo. Early marginalia. Interior 
fresh with only light scattered foxing, minor rubbing to scarce contemporary calf boards. A highly desirable near-fine 
copy with an important contemporary association.

“David Ricardo is without a doubt the 
greatest representative of classical political 
economy… Ricardo, writing 50 years later 

than Smith, showed a greater insight into the 
working of the economic system…” —Eric Roll

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-ricardo-pasco-grenfell/on-the-principles-of-political-economy-and-taxation/90697.aspx


“Ranks with the voyages of Cook and La Perouse among the most important  
of the 18th and 19th centuries.”  —Godfrey Cox, The Literature of Travel

22

85
 G

r
e

a
t
 B

o
o

k
s
  

 |
  

 J
a

n
u

a
r

y
 2

01
4



george vancouver

“One Of The Most Important Accounts Of The Exploration Of The Pacific Northwest  
And New Zealand”: 1798 First Edition Of Vancouver’s Voyage In Contemporary Calf,  

Complete With Large Folio Atlas Volume

15.     VANCOUVER, George. A Voyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean, and Round the World… London, 1798. 
Three volumes, plus atlas. Four volumes in all. Quarto, contemporary full brown diced calf gilt rebacked. Atlas: large folio, 
uniform three-quarter brown calf gilt rebacked with original spine laid down.  $72,000.

First edition of this comprehensive survey of the North Pacific, illustrated with 17 plates and a chart. Complete with large 
folio atlas volume, with ten large folding engraved charts (eight of the coast of Northwest America) and six engraved 
views, offering what are probably the first published views of California. “This work ranks with the voyages of Cook and 
La Pérouse among the most important of the 18th and 19th centuries” (Cox II, 30-31).

“This voyage became one of the most important ever made in the interests of geographical knowledge. Vancouver sailed 
by way of the Cape of Good Hope to Australia, where he discovered King George’s Sound and Cape Hood, then to New 
Zealand, Hawaii, and the northwest coast of America. In three seasons’ work Vancouver surveyed the coast of California, 
visited San Francisco and San Diego and other Spanish settlements in Alta California, settled the necessary formalities 
with the Spanish at Nootka, investigated the Strait of Juan de Fuca, discovered the Strait of Georgia, circumnavigated 
Vancouver Island, and disproved the existence of any passage between the Pacific and Hudson Bay” (Hill, 303-04). 

“This narrative is one of the most important accounts of the exploration of the Pacific Northwest and New Zealand… Among 
the important features of the narrative are the engraved views in Vol. II of the Mission of San Carlos and the Presidio of 
Monteray, probably the first published views of California” (Streeter). “Vancouver, like Cook before him, initially missed the 
Columbia River on his voyages along the coast [and initially] refused to believe an American sea captain in the vicinity who 
told Vancouver that he had tried to enter the mouth of a great river… The reports of Vancouver and Broughton of a navi-
gable Columbia River and a continental divide encouraged Thomas Jefferson and others who planned Lewis and Clark’s 
westward crossing of the continent. Since Vancouver’s publication was both too expensive and too bulky to carry on the 
expedition, Meriwether Lewis traced Vancouver’s charts so he could have them on the voyage” (University of Virginia). 
Maps fine and beautiful, usual scattered light foxing and offsetting to plates and text. A near-fine, handsome copy.
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http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-vancouver/voyage-of-discovery-to-the-north-pacific-ocean/88457.aspx
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henry fielding

“One Of The First And Most Influential Of English Novels”

16.     FIELDING, Henry. The History of Tom Jones, A Foundling. London, 1749. Six volumes. 12mo, contemporary 
full calf gilt.  $27,000.

First edition, first issue of “one of the best-plotted novels in English,” one of a first printing of only 2000 copies, in 
handsome contemporary calf.

“The book is generally regarded as Fielding’s greatest, and as one of the 
first and most influential of English novels” (Drabble, 988). “One of the 
best-plotted novels in English… A wealth of highly diversified episode 
is fitted together by the hand of a master craftsman into a perfectly 
organized whole” (Baugh et al., 957-58). Prepublication demand for 
Tom Jones was so great that London booksellers immediately snapped 
up the first printing of 2000 copies; a second printing was completed 
before the official date of publication, February 28. First issue set, with 
errata leaf in Volume I (c8r) and errata uncorrected in the text. The 

second printing was issued with the errors corrected, and therefore required no errata leaf in Volume I. With all first 
issue points. Rothschild 850. Lowndes, 797. Morocco-gilt bookplates. Armorial bookplates of mathematician Sir 
George Shuckburgh (a fellow of both the Royal Society and the Society of Antiquaries) pasted over others. Scattered 
light foxing. Minor marginal worming in Volume I to title page and first few gatherings. Spines lightly rubbed, with 
miniscule restoration to joints and ends; tiny chip to Volume III spine head. An excellent set in near-fine condition.

“He paints humanity as he has 
found it, extenuating nothing, nor 

setting down aught in malice.”  
—Austen Dobson

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-fielding/history-of-tom-jones/90311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-fielding/history-of-tom-jones/90311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-fielding/history-of-tom-jones/90311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-fielding/history-of-tom-jones/90311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henry-fielding/history-of-tom-jones/90311.aspx


john donne

“For Godsake Hold Your Tongue, And Let Me Love”

17.     DONNE, John. Poems, By J.D. London, 1633. Small quarto, early 20th-century full red crushed morocco gilt. $55,000.

First edition of the collected poems of the greatest of the metaphysical poets, with “Epistle” leaves, often lacking. Handsomely 
bound in full crushed morocco by renowned French bookbinder Salvador David.

Although his poetry was circulated in small bundles of manuscript copies among the cultured circles of Elizabethan and 
Jacobean society, Donne deliberately kept most of it out of print, fearing to tarnish his reputation in the religious establishment. 
Thus almost none of his poetry appeared in print during his lifetime. “The first editors of Donne’s poetry divided his work into 
about a dozen groupings. The Songs and Sonnets which open the volume are generally 
amorous in theme; the Divine Poems, which close it, are described in their title… 
Early scholars took for granted that all the bawdy, cynical and lecherous poems were 
written by young Jack Donne, while all the somber, penitent, devotional poems were 
written by the godly divine. The more we learn about the matter, the less this easy 
division seems to stand up… The poetry of Donne represents a sharp break with that 
written by his predecessors and most of his contemporaries. Whether he writes of 
love or devotion, Donne’s particular blend of wit and seriousness, of intense feeling, 
darting thought, and vast erudition, creates a fascination quite beyond the reach of 
easier styles and less strenuous minds” (Adams). This edition is “the first collected 
edition of Donne’s poems, derived according to current scholarly thinking from 
manuscript sources in direct descent from the author’s papers. It has been the basis of 
all scholarly editions since then” (Pirie 81). Several lines in the Satyres on pages 330, 331 and 341, originally containing lines 
offensive to the king and church, are left blank. Donne bibliographer Sir Geoffrey Keynes concludes that various corrections in 
the text do not differentiate earlier from later states, but were random in the preparation of the text. Keynes 78. Pforzheimer 
296. Bookplates, including that of prominent Philadelphia businessman and book collector John Gribbel, President of the 
prestigious Union League. Text expertly cleaned. Handsome morocco-gilt binding fine.

“Something new in English 
literature begins in Donne, 

something which proceeded, 
under his potent influence,  
to color poetry for nearly a 

hundred years.” — Edmund Gosse

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-donne/poems/89074.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-donne/poems/89074.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-donne/poems/89074.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-donne/poems/89074.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-donne/poems/89074.aspx
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winston churchill

“This Is Not History: This Is My Case”

18.     CHURCHILL, Winston. The Second World War.  WITH: THOMAS, David A. Churchill: The Member for Woodford. 
London and Ilford, Essex, 1948-54, 1995. Together, seven volumes. Octavo, original black cloth, dust jackets.  $17,500.

First English editions of Churchill’s WWII masterpiece, part history and part memoir, written after he lost reelection as Prime 
Minister, in the original dust jackets, inscribed by Churchill to a prominent supporter in Volume I in the year of publication: 

“Inscribed for Donald Forbes by Winston S. Churchill, 1948.” With a copy 
of Churchill: The Member for Woodford, inscribed to Forbes by author 
David A. Thomas and publisher Frank Cass.

The six volumes of Churchill’s masterpiece were published separately 
between 1948 and 1954. With the Second World War, Churchill “pulled 
himself back from humiliating [electoral] defeat in 1945, using all his skills 
as a writer and politician to make his fortune, secure his reputation, and 
win a second term in Downing Street” (Reynolds, xxiii). “Winston himself 

affirmed that ‘this is not history: this is my case” (Holmes, 285). Churchill was re-elected to the post of Prime Minister in 1951. 
“The Second World War is a great work of literature, combining narrative, historical imagination and moral precept in a form 
that bears comparison with that of the original master chronicler, Thucydides. It was wholly appropriate that in 1953 Churchill 
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature” (Keegan, 175). Although preceded by the American editions, the English editions 
are generally preferred for their profusion of diagrams, maps, and facsimile documents. Forbes’ name stamp to top front panel 
and front flap of Volume I dust jacket. Forbes was a prominent Woodford politician and early supporter and fundraiser for 
Churchill. Thomas’ Churchill: The Member for Woodford is “a detailed history of Churchill and the constituency he represented 
from 1924 to 1964” (Zoller A602). Forbes’ influence on and support for Churchill is discussed extensively in Thomas’ book. 
Bindings generally fresh, with two spots of soiling to front board of Volume II. Mild wear to extremities of dust jackets. An 
extremely good inscribed set, with notable provenance.

“By giving his version of the greatest 
of all wars, and his own role in it, he 
knew he was fighting for his ultimate 

place in history.” —Paul Johnson

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/winston-churchill/second-world-war/90924.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/winston-churchill/second-world-war/90924.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/winston-churchill/second-world-war/90924.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/winston-churchill/second-world-war/90924.aspx


james jenkins

The Naval Achievements Of Great Britain, 1793-1817,  
With 57 Splendid Large Hand-Colored Folio Aquatints

19.     JENKINS, James. The Naval Achievements of Great Britain, from the Year 1793 to 1817. London, 1817. Folio, period-
style full purple morocco gilt.  $23,000.

First edition, first issue, of this dramatically illustrated record of British naval action during the Napoleonic Wars, with 
vignette title page, scarce hand-colored portraits of Nelson and Lord St. Vincent not present in all copies, and 55 vividly 
hand-colored aquatints of battle scenes by Thomas Sutherland after 
drawings by William Heath. A beautiful production.

“As a record of naval events spanning a period of over 20 years Jenkins’ 
Naval Achievements has no precedent. At no time prior to 1817 had a 
publisher attempted such a complete volume of documentary naval 
prints. It is the quality of the accuracy which makes Jenkins so valuable 
above all” (Roger Quarm, National Maritime Museum). “It is becoming increasingly uncommon” (Tooley). Without portraits 
of Nelson and Lord St. Vincent, as often—“the work is complete without them” (Tooley). With a final uncolored etching, 
giving a key to the ships present on two of the colored plates, “Bombardment of Algiers” and “Battle of Trafalgar.” Scattered 
light marginal embrowning and soiling, not affecting bright, vibrant images on plates. Beautifully bound.

“As a record of naval events spanning 
a period of over 20 years [it] has no 

precedent.” —Roger Quarm
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Roberts’ Egypt And The Holy Land:  
One Of The Greatest Lithographic Works Ever 
Printed, With 250 Splendid Large Folio Tinted 

Lithographs, In Handsome Contemporary 
Morocco-Gilt Bindings

20.   ROBERTS, David. The Holy Land… WITH: Egypt & 
Nubia… London, 1842-49. Six volumes uniformly bound in 
four. Large folio, contemporary three-quarter red morocco 
gilt.  $145,000.

First edition of one of the greatest lithographic works ever 
printed, complete with 250 beautiful tinted lithographic plates. 
Six large folio volumes bound in four, in fine contemporary 
morocco-gilt.

Roberts was already a respected and famous scenic painter and 
member of the Royal Academy when he began his 11-month 
journey, 1838-39, through the Holy Land. He departed for 
Alexandria in August 1838, and spent the rest of the year in 
Cairo. In February 1839, he set out for the Holy Land, stopping 
on the way at Suez, Mount Sinai, and Petra. He then visited Gaza 
and Jerusalem and spent the remaining months of his journey 
visiting biblical sites. Roberts had permission to enter whichever 
sacred mosque or monument he desired, a testament to the es-
teem in which he was held. 
He produced a wealth of ex-
quisite drawings, later beau-
tifully lithographed by Louis 
Haghe, the finest 19th-cen-
tury lithographer. “Roberts’ 
Holy Land has a world-wide 
reputation; nothing of a 
similar character has ever 
been produced that can bear 
a comparison with it… For centuries Jerusalem had been 
sketched, painted, photographed… and yet when people envi-
sion Jerusalem, very often what they envision is Jerusalem 
painted by David Roberts” (Ran, Facsimile of Roberts’ Holy 
Land). Roberts’ magnificent plates are justly famous for their 
vivid rendering of temples, land- and cityscapes, and other 
sights throughout the Holy Land and Egypt. Some plates 
foxed as usual. Only light wear to beautiful contemporary 
morocco-gilt bindings. A most handsome and very desirable 
complete copy.

“Nothing of a similar 
character has ever been 
produced that can bear  
a comparison with it.”  

—Nachman Ran

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/david-roberts/holy-land-syria-idemea-arabia-egypt--nubia/54173.aspx
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“If God spares me in life and health, I expect to bring home with me 
the most interesting collection of sketches that has ever left the East.” 

—David Roberts, in a letter to his daughter
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alexander mackenzie

1801 First Edition Of “The First Account Of An Ocean-To-Ocean Crossing Of The  
North American Continent”: An Inspiration For The Lewis And Clark Expedition

21.     MACKENZIE, Alexander. Voyages from Montreal, on the River St. Laurence, through the Continent of North 
America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans. London, 1801. Quarto, modern three-quarter navy morocco.  $16,000.

First edition of this cornerstone North American exploring narrative, complete 
with frontispiece portrait and three large folding maps of North America—the 
largest measuring approximately 31 by 20 inches and hand-colored in outline. 

On his first expedition in 1789 Mackenzie canoed nearly 3000 miles from Fort 
Chipewyan, in present-day Alberta, north and west along the river that now 
bears his name to the shores of the Arctic Ocean and back again. In 1793, again 
leaving from Fort Chipewyan, he took the Peace River west to the Continental 
Divide and continued on foot to the Pacific, thus becoming the first European 
to reach the Pacific across the Rockies. News of Mackenzie’s achievement, and 
his recommendation that the British fur trade set up shop at the mouth of the 
Columbia River, spurred Jefferson to organize a response that would reaffirm 

U.S. territorial rights to the Pacific Northwest. That response grew into the most important expedition in the history of North 
American exploration, the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804-06. “First and finest edition of the earliest expedition made by 
a white man in this direction” (Sabin 43414). Two maps backed with linen; large map with expert reinforcement to verso, 
bound in upside-down. Text unusually clean, attractive morocco binding fine.

“Of consummate importance in 
the literature of transcontinental 

travel… the first account of an 
ocean to ocean crossing of the 
North American continent.”  

—Graff Collection of Western Americana

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-mackenzie/voyages-from-montreal-on-the-river-st-laurence/91292.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-mackenzie/voyages-from-montreal-on-the-river-st-laurence/91292.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-mackenzie/voyages-from-montreal-on-the-river-st-laurence/91292.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-mackenzie/voyages-from-montreal-on-the-river-st-laurence/91292.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-mackenzie/voyages-from-montreal-on-the-river-st-laurence/91292.aspx
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william clayton

“When Its Merits Have Been Tested 
By Experience, No Person Will 

Repent Of Having Purchased It”

22.     CLAYTON, William. The Latter-Day 
Saints’ Emigrants’ Guide. St. Louis, 1848. 
12mo, period-style paper wrappers, custom 
half morocco clamshell box.  $98,000.

Rare first edition of William Clayton’s guide 
for Mormon pioneers traveling to the Great 
Salt Lake Valley, one of only 5000 copies 
printed. Scarce and significant.

“William Clayton is best known for his hymn 
‘Come, Come, Ye Saints.’ Born in Lancashire, 
England in 1814, he converted to Mormonism 
in 1837 and three years later emigrated to 
Nauvoo, where he served as Joseph Smith’s 
secretary and as the clerk of the Council of 
Fifty” (Crawley, 157). “Clayton traveled west 
from Mormon Winter Quarters on the 
Missouri River to Salt Lake with the advance 
Mormon migration in the spring of 1847 and 
returned in the fall of that year. He based his 
guide on his own observations and the 
mileage derived from Orson Pratt’s odometer. 
The preface of the book is dated March 13, 
1848, and 5000 copies were printed at that 
time. It soon became one of the most utilized 
and quoted authorities for the emigrant route 
through South Pass to Salt Lake” (Wagner-
Camp 147). The “best guide for the itinerary 
covered” (Howes 

C475), Clayton’s Guide proved valuable to not only Saints heading to the Great Salt Lake 
Valley but also Oregon and California pioneers, including those seeking gold in Sutter’s 
Mill; it is considered “one of the most reliable and highly praised of all gold rush 
guidebooks” (Unruh, 317). Due to the Guide’s popularity and frequent use, many copies 
did not survive, making first edition copies quite rare and desirable. Small hole to title 
page, minor tear with loss to top margin of page 15. An excellent copy of an elusive and 
important first edition. Rare.

“One of the most 
reliable and highly 
praised of all gold 
rush guidebooks.” 

—John Unruh

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-clayton/latter-day-saints-emigrants-guide/90284.aspx




continental congress

“Our Cause Is Just: Our Union Is Perfect…  
Resolved To Die Freemen, Rather Than To Live Slaves”

23.     (CONTINENTAL CONGRESS). Journal of the Proceedings of the Congress, Held at 
Philadelphia, May 10, 1775. Philadelphia, 1775. Octavo, contemporary speckled brown calf boards 
rebacked in period-style calf gilt.  $60,000.

Extraordinarily rare first edition of the Journal of the Second Continental Congress, recording the 
pivotal events and resolutions from its convening the month after Lexington and Concord, on May 
10, 1775, through its adjournment on September 5, 1775, meeting in “strictest secrecy behind closed 
doors because of the number of British agents” in Philadelphia, with delegates including Founding 
Fathers Jefferson, Washington and Franklin, published by order of Congress and printed in 
Philadelphia by William and Thomas Bradford, official printers to the new government. Produced 
in very limited quantities, copies are quite rare and desirable.

“The 15 months between the shots fired at Lexington and Concord in April of 1775 and the adoption 
of the Declaration of Independence in July 1776 can justifiably claim to be both the most consequential 
and the strangest year in American history.” It was during that sweltering summer, with news that 
June of the bloody Battle of Bunker Hill and the British burning of Charleston, that Franklin, Adams 
and others fully realized the point of no return had been reached. 

This Journal, printed in Philadelphia by the Bradfords, records that powerful turning point in history. 
Among the important works included is the July 6, 1775 Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms, 
written by Jefferson with revisions by Dickinson. This important precursor to the Declaration of 
Independence eloquently pronounces: “Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. Our internal resources 
are great… the arms we have been compelled by our 
enemies to assume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, 
with unabating firmness and perseverance, employ for 
the preservation of our liberties, being with one mind 
resolved, to die Freemen rather than to live as slaves.” 
Of comparable importance is the Journal’s printing of the Olive Branch Petition of July 8, 1775, which 
sought the King’s intercession in preventing “the further destruction of the lives of your Majesty’s 
subjects.” The Journal additionally includes eyewitness reports of Lexington and Concord, a printing 
of the Address to the Inhabitants of Canada, and much correspondence, such as an April 26 letter 
from Massachusetts patriot Dr. Joseph Warren to Franklin that describes the dire situation in 
British-occupied Boston, stating: “we are at last plunged into the horrors of a most unnatural war.” 
(Warren was killed within weeks at the Battle of Bunker Hill.) Copies of the Journal have been found 
with the names of John Hancock and Charles Thomson inadvertently omitted from the foot of page 
239, apparently requiring a stop-press correction. This copy is the corrected state, with the names in 
place. With half title. Evans 14569. Howes J264. Owner signature. Interior generally fresh with light 
scattered foxing. Contemporary boards with expert restoration. Scarce and desirable.

“A book of the greatest rarity.”  
—Powell, Books of a New Nation

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/american-revolution-continental-congress/journal-of-the-proceedings-of-the-congress/89067.aspx
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thomas jefferson

“One Of America’s First Permanent Literary And Intellectual Landmarks,”  
With Fine Folding Map Of Virginia

24.     JEFFERSON, Thomas. Notes on the State of Virginia. London, 1787. Octavo, modern three-quarter brown calf, 
custom cloth chemise and half morocco slipcase.  $57,500.

First and only English edition of the best source on 18th-century Virginia written by an American, the only book-length 
work by Jefferson to be published in his lifetime, complete with the large folding map of Virginia hand-colored in outline 
and the folding table of Indian tribes. A fine copy.

“During the American Revolution, when Jefferson said ‘my country’ he meant 
Virginia” (Malone I:xiii). This comprehensive survey of “his country” “laid the 
foundations of Jefferson’s high contemporary reputation as a universal scholar 
and of his present fame as a pioneer American scientist… this extraordinarily 
informing and generally interesting book may still be consulted with profit 
about the geography and productions, the social and political life, of 18th-cen-
tury Virginia” (DAB). The book was largely written in 1781 and first published 
in Paris in a privately printed edition of 200 copies. This first and only English 
edition of 1000 copies includes the important folding map by Jefferson engraved 
by Neele. Important folding map exceptionally fine, interior fine, handsomely 
bound. A beautiful copy.

“…[it] represents Jefferson’s 
conflicted views on the  

present and future of the new 
American nation, an integral 

mix of hope and anxiety.”  
—American Philosophical Society

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-jefferson/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia/85180.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-jefferson/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia/85180.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-jefferson/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia/85180.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-jefferson/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia/85180.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-jefferson/notes-on-the-state-of-virginia/85180.aspx


patrick gass/lewis & clark

Earliest Published Account Of The Lewis And Clark Expedition

25.    GASS, Patrick. A Journal of the Voyages and Travels of a Corps of Discovery… Pittsburgh, 1807. Tall 12mo, original half 
brown sheep, original paper boards, custom clamshell box. $23,000.

First edition of the “earliest full first-hand narrative of the Lewis and Clark expedition, preceding the official account by seven 
years” (Howes), “one of the essential books for an Americana collection” (Streeter).

Gass volunteered as a private for the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 1803 (he was promoted to sergeant August 26, 1804). “A 
most reliable man, Gass accompanied the expedition to the Pacific… keeping a careful and valuable journal. On October 10, 
1806, after the return to St. Louis, Lewis gave Gass a certificate stating that, ‘the 
ample support which he gave me, under every difficulty; the manly firmness 
which he evinced on every necessary occasion; and the fortitude with which he 
bore the fatigues and painful sufferings incident to that long voyage, intitles [sic] 
him to my highest confidence and sincere thanks’… [In Washington, Gass] 
arranged for publication of his journal which appeared seven years before the official Lewis and Clark narrative was published” 
(Thrapp II:542). The prospectus for Gass’ journal revealed “that around the campfire ‘the several journals [of the expedition 
members] were brought together, compared, corrected, and the blanks filled up,’ meaning that… subscribers would be reading 
material corrected and approved by the captains” (Ambrose). Gass was the last survivor of the expedition, dying at age 99 in 
1870. Early ownership signature and annotations to endpapers; bookplate. Interior with light foxing and soiling, as always. Just 
a few expertly repaired small tears to text, not affecting readability. Mild wear to original paper boards. An extremely good 
copy of this important work, most desirable in original binding.

“One of the essential books of an 
Americana collection.” —Streeter

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/patrick-gass/journal-of-the-voyages-and-travels/88453.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/patrick-gass/journal-of-the-voyages-and-travels/88453.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/patrick-gass/journal-of-the-voyages-and-travels/88453.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/patrick-gass/journal-of-the-voyages-and-travels/88453.aspx
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john james audubon

“The Most Splendid Book Ever Produced In Relation To America… One Of The Finest  
Ornithological Works Ever Printed”: First Octavo Edition Of Audubon’s Birds Of America,  
With 500 Superb Hand-Colored Plates, Inscribed By Audubon In The First Two Volumes

26.     AUDUBON, John James. The Birds of America. New York and Philadelphia, 1840-44. Seven volumes. Royal octavo, 
contemporary full brown morocco gilt.  $165,000.

First octavo edition, containing 500 superb hand-colored plates after Audubon by W.E. Hitchcock, R. Trembly and others, 
printed and colored by J.T. Bowen, inscribed by Audubon in Volume I—“Miss Lydia E.E. Greene with the affectionate good 
wishes of her friend and servant, John J. Audubon, Boston, June 8, 1844”—and in Volume II—“Miss Lydia, E.E. Greene; and 
may God bless her, with the sincerest wishes of her old friend and servant, John J. Audubon, Boston, June 8, 1844.” An 
exceptional inscribed copy of this American classic.

“The Birds of America exemplifies man’s ability to accomplish an almost impossible task through sacrifice and persistence. 
Audubon set out to paint and publish an example of every bird on the North American continent… He was the first artist-
naturalist to illustrate American birds, life-size, in natural poses; the backgrounds, or habitats, are more natural looking than 
those of his predecessors.” (Handbook of Audubon Prints, 17-18). “His first objective was to observe birds in their native habitat, 
to see their behavior, their ways of standing, walking flying, their feeding and nesting habits, seasonal plumage and all the rest. 
He traveled up and down the Mississippi and Ohio River areas, and up and down the 
Atlantic seaboard from Maine to Key West. He spent a winter near Charleston, South 
Carolina… traveled to Labrador, Newfoundland, and Nova Scotia… and Texas” (Gifts of 
Genius, 137). “The most splendid book ever produced in relation to America, and certainly 
one of the finest ornithological works ever printed… [Audubon] insisted on drawing from 
life, never from stuffed specimens, and was much in advance of his time in portraying the 
birds (in many cases unrecorded species) in their natural surroundings… The courage 
and faith of the Audubon family is breathtaking… This immense undertaking, this 
unparalleled achievement, was not the production of a great and long-established publishing house, nor was it backed by a 
wealthy institution. It was the work of a man of relentless energy, with no private fortune, who supported himself by hack 
painting… It is a story without equal in the whole history of publishing” (Great Books and Book Collectors, 210-13). The royal 
octavo edition, which Audubon referred to as the “petit edition,” contained new species of birds and plants not included in the 
folio edition (published between 1827 and 1838), with the birds grouped in an orderly scientific manner. Booklabels of Boston 
bookseller Little & Brown, small labels of Boston bookbinder Plow. Toning to spines of two volumes. Plates exceptionally vivid 
and crisp. A stunning copy of a classic work, most rare inscribed by Audubon.

“Audubon is the greatest  
of bird painters; he belongs 

to American history.”  
—Sacheverell Sitwell

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-james-audubon/birds-of-america/89725.aspx


38

85
 G

r
e

a
t
 B

o
o

k
s
  

 |
  

 J
a

n
u

a
r

y
 2

01
4

william shakespeare

 “Incomparably The Most Important Work In The English Language”:  
The Fourth Folio Of Shakespeare’s Plays, 1685

27.     SHAKESPEARE, William. Mr. William Shakespeare’s Comedies, Histories, and 
Tragedies. London, 1685.  Folio, 19th-century full paneled calf gilt rebacked with original 
spine laid down, custom box.  $225,000.

Rare 1685 Fourth Folio of Shakespeare’s plays, first issue, with the engraved frontispiece 
portrait of Shakespeare by Droeshout, the ten-line poem by Ben Jonson and John Milton’s first 
poem. The folios are “incomparably the most important work in the English language” 
(William A. Jackson). 

The “four folios of Shakespeare” are the first four editions of Shakespeare’s collected plays, 
which were the only collected editions printed in the 17th century. At that time, plays were not 
considered “serious literature”; they were to be performed and attended, not read, and thus 
they were not routinely printed and often survived only in manuscript form. Hence, the first 
collected edition of Shakespeare’s works 
did not appear until seven years after his 
death, and 17 of the 36 plays included had 
never been published before (and might 
have been lost had the folios not been 
printed). This Fourth Folio “contains the 
additional seven plays that first appeared 
in the 1663 [third folio] edition [only one 
of which, “Pericles, Prince of Tyre,” is now 
attributed to Shakespeare], as well as a 
good deal of correction and moderniza-
tion of the text designed to make it easier 
to read and understand” (Folger’s Choice 
6). Because the Fourth Folio had been 
“modernized,” it became the edition of 
choice for future editors. Shakespeare’s 
first acknowledged editor, Nicholas Rowe, 
for example, used the Fourth as the basis 
for his famous 1709 edition. In addition to 
Ben Jonson’s famous epitaph, this edition 
also includes the unsigned “An Epitaph 
on the admirable Dramatick Poet, 
William Shakespear,” regarded as John 
Milton’s first published poem, written 
when he was a student at Cambridge and 
appearing for the first time in the Second 
Folio (1632). A few ink notations. Repaired 
tears to portrait and title page, occasional 
tiny tears in lower margin, a few small 
stains and light soiling. Binding with a 
few minor scrapes. Rare and important.

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/shakespeare/comedies-histories-and-tragedies/86191.aspx
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“For a bibliophile it is a volume devoutly to be wished for and rarely attained; 
to a library it is a crowning jewel of a collection.” —Legacies of Genius
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john steinbeck

“John Steinbeck, Pacific Grove, 1941”:  
First Edition Of The Grapes Of Wrath, Inscribed By Steinbeck

28.     STEINBECK, John. The Grapes of Wrath. New York, 1939. Octavo, original pictorial beige cloth, dust 
jacket.  $35,000.

First edition, first issue, of Steinbeck’s most important novel, his searing 
masterpiece of moral outrage and “intense humanity,” inscribed by him, 
“For N—- C—-, John Steinbeck, Pacific Grove, 1941.”

“It is a long novel, the longest that Steinbeck has written, and yet it reads as if 
it had been composed in a flash, ripped off the typewriter and delivered to the public as an ultimatum… 
Steinbeck has written a novel from the depths of his heart with a sincerity seldom equaled” (Peter Monro Jack). 
“The Grapes of Wrath is the kind of art that’s poured out of a crucible in which are mingled pity and indignation… 
Its power and importance do not lie in its political insight but in its intense humanity… [It] is the American 
novel of the season, probably the year, possibly the decade” (Clifton Fadiman). Bright dust jacket with only 
slightest rubbing to edges. A beautiful inscribed copy in fine condition.

“A mighty, mighty book.” 
—William Kennedy

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-steinbeck/grapes-of-wrath/89663.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-steinbeck/grapes-of-wrath/89663.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-steinbeck/grapes-of-wrath/89663.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-steinbeck/grapes-of-wrath/89663.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-steinbeck/grapes-of-wrath/89663.aspx
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mark twain

“All Modern Literature Comes From One Book By Mark Twain. It’s The Best Book We’ve Had”

29.     TWAIN, Mark. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Tom Sawyer’s Comrade). New York, 1885. Octavo, original 
gilt- and black-stamped green pictorial cloth.  $22,000.

First edition, first issue, of “the most praised and most condemned 19th-century American work of fiction” (Legacies of 
Genius, 47), with 174 illustrations by Edward Kemble. A beautiful unrestored copy.

Written over an eight-year period, Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
endured critical attacks from the moment of publication, standing accused of 
“blood-curdling humor,” immorality, coarseness and profanity. The book 
nevertheless emerged as one of the defining novels of American literature, 
prompting Hemingway to declare: “All modern literature comes from one 
book by Mark Twain. It’s the best book we’ve had. All American writing 
comes from that. There was nothing before. There has been nothing since.” 
This copy has all of the commonly identified first-issue points (the printer 
assembled copies haphazardly; bibliographers do not yet agree as to the 
priority of many points). Only slightest rubbing to spine ends, gilt bright. A 
beautiful, fine copy.

“A novel of this complexity and 
imaginative strength cannot be 
digested in a single reading or  

at one stage of life. It requires a 
lifelong devotion…” —Jay Parini

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mark-twain-edward-w-kemble/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn/89742.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mark-twain-edward-w-kemble/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn/89742.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mark-twain-edward-w-kemble/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn/89742.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mark-twain-edward-w-kemble/adventures-of-huckleberry-finn/89742.aspx
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harriet beecher stowe

“The Social Impact On The United States Was Greater Than That Of Any Book Before Or Since”

30.     STOWE, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom’s Cabin; Or, Life Among the Lowly. Boston, 1852. Two volumes. Octavo, original 
publisher’s extra-gilt blue cloth, custom chemise, slipcase.  $22,500.

First edition, first issue, of Stowe’s classic and vastly influential novel in rare 
original extra-gilt cloth gift binding.

“In the emotion-charged atmosphere of mid-19th century America Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin exploded like a bombshell. To those engaged in fighting slavery it 
appeared as an indictment of all the evils inherent in the system they opposed; 
to the pro-slavery forces it was a slanderous attack on ‘the Southern way of 
life’… the social impact of [the novel] on the United States was greater than that 
of any book before or since” (PMM 332). “Within a decade after its publication 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin had become the most popular novel ever written by an 
American… there is substantial evidence that the book precipitated the 
American Civil War” (Downs, Books That Changed America, 108). Scattered 
light foxing or embrowning, less than usual; preliminary leaves in each volume 
expertly cleaned. Very minor expert restoration to spine ends only. Cloth and 
gilt remarkably fresh and bright. An exceptional copy of a fragile book usually 
found in poor condition, in scarce publisher’s extra-gilt gift binding.

“In truth, few books in any 

generation compare with Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin for sheer impact.  

Not only was it a bestseller of 

gigantic proportions, breaking all 

records for the nineteenth century, 

but it changed the way people 

thought about race.” —Jay Parini

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/harriet-beecher-stowe/uncle-tom-s-cabin/89030.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/harriet-beecher-stowe/uncle-tom-s-cabin/89030.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/harriet-beecher-stowe/uncle-tom-s-cabin/89030.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/harriet-beecher-stowe/uncle-tom-s-cabin/89030.aspx
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34-star american flag

“No Modern Replica Can Either Do Justice To The Artistic Character, Or Render The ‘Patina,’  
Of One Of These Antique Flags”: 1861 34-Star American Flag Commemorating Kansas Statehood

31.   AMERICANA. Thirty-four-star printed U.S. flag. No place, circa 1861. Linen flag measuring  24 by 16 inches; archivally 
matted and framed, entire piece measures 32 by 28 inches. $17,500.

34-star, Civil War-era American flag commemorating Kansas statehood, handsomely framed.

“The preference of Civil War flagmakers was clearly for horizontal and vertical alignment of stars; that is, complete parallelism of 
rows… The collective visual effect of Civil War flags is, therefore, one of hypnotic rhythm—the embattled stars, drawn up in 
military order in defense of the threatened Union, stride on relentlessly. Star patterns of this sort, denser now and necessarily 
smaller, may be described as ‘phalanx’ or ‘battalion’ arrangements” (Mastai & Mastai, 123). The 34 stars indicate that this flag 
commemorates Kansas statehood in 1861; the top row of stars leaves room for one additional star, in anticipation of West Virginia 
statehood in 1863. Lincoln was the only president to serve under the 34-star flag. “Known as Lincoln’s flag, the 34-star flag became 
official several months after the secession of seven southern states from the Union; President Lincoln refused to allow the 
elimination of any stars when the new flag was created [in the belief that the secession of the southern states was illegal]. On the 
way to his inauguration in February 1861, President-elect Lincoln attended a ceremony in Philadelphia honoring the birthday of 
George Washington. He used the occasion to raise a 34-star flag over Independence Hall in a courageous act of faith and a bold 
gesture of national unity” (Pierce, 17). With general light soiling; holes on the hoist side and moderate fraying on the fly side 
indicate that this flag was once flown outside. A historic flag in near-fine condition.

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/americana/34-star-us-flag/91402.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/americana/34-star-us-flag/91402.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/americana/34-star-us-flag/91402.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/americana/34-star-us-flag/91402.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/americana/34-star-us-flag/91402.aspx
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frank herbert

“One Of The Most Famous Of All Science Fiction Novels”:  
Fine First Edition Of Dune, Signed By Frank Herbert

32.   HERBERT, Frank. Dune. Philadelphia and New York, 1965. Octavo, original blue cloth, patterned endpapers, dust jacket, 
custom clamshell box. $16,500.

First edition, in first-state dust jacket, of the first science fiction novel to win both the Hugo and Nebula awards, “an 
imaginative tour de force” (Anatomy of Wonder), signed by Frank Herbert on the title page.

Dune was awarded the first Nebula award for best science fiction novel, shared the 
Hugo award, and “became one of the most famous of all science fiction novels” 
(Encyclopedia of Science Fiction, 559). “Politics and metaphysics are tightly bound into 
a remarkably detailed and coherent pattern; an imaginative tour de force… The series 
demonstrates how a good SF writer’s ability to build a coherent and convincing 
hypothetical world can serve the purpose of making philosophical and sociological 

questions concrete; the series thus becomes a massive thought experiment in social philosophy, and is more considerable as such 
than Asimov’s Foundation series or Bradley’s Darkover series” (Anatomy of Wonder II:524). Made into the 1984 movie of the 
same title, directed by David Lynch and starring Kyle MacLachlan. First-state dust jacket, with price of $5.95 and publisher’s 
imprint on four lines on rear flap. Currey, 238. Bookplate. Book fine. Bright dust jacket with only slight wear to extremities, one 
tiny spot of foxing to rear panel. A fine copy of this science fiction landmark, scarce signed by Herbert.

“I know nothing comparable 
to it except Lord of the Rings.” 

—Arthur C. Clarke

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/frank-herbert/dune/89051.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/frank-herbert/dune/89051.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/frank-herbert/dune/89051.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/frank-herbert/dune/89051.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/frank-herbert/dune/89051.aspx
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j.d. salinger

“In American Writing, There Are Three Perfect Books… Huckleberry Finn,  
The Great Gatsby And Catcher In The Rye”: Beautiful First Edition Of Salinger’s Classic

33.     SALINGER, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. Boston, 1951. Octavo, original black cloth, dust jacket. $24,000.

First edition of Salinger’s first book—“a 20th-century classic”—in first-issue 
dust jacket with photograph of Salinger on the back panel. A beautiful 
unrestored copy.

“In American writing, there are three perfect books, which seem to speak to 
every reader and condition: Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby and The Catcher 
in the Rye. Of the three, only Catcher defines an entire region of human experience: 
it is… the handbook of the adolescent heart” (New Yorker). “This novel is a key-
work of the 1950s in that the theme of youthful rebellion is first adumbrated in it, 
though the hero, Holden Caulfield, is more a gentle voice of protest, unprevailing 
in the noise, than a militant world-changer… The Catcher in the Rye was a 
symptom of a need, after a ghastly war and during a ghastly pseudo-peace, for the 
young to raise a voice of protest against the failures of the adult world. The young 
used many voices—anger, contempt, self-pity—but the quietest, that of a decent 
perplexed American adolescent, proved the most telling” (Anthony Burgess, 99 
Novels, 53-4). Book fine. Light wear to extremities of bright, unrestored dust 
jacket with slight toning to spine and nominal chipping to spine head. A beautiful 
copy, rare in this condition.

“Catcher became an almost 
immediate best seller, and its 
narrator and main character, 
Holden Caulfield, a teenager 

newly expelled from prep 
school, became America’s 

best-known literary truant 
since Huckleberry Finn.”  

—The New York Times

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/j-d-salinger/catcher-in-the-rye/89511.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/j-d-salinger/catcher-in-the-rye/89511.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/j-d-salinger/catcher-in-the-rye/89511.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/j-d-salinger/catcher-in-the-rye/89511.aspx
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charles dickens

“The One Great Christmas Myth Of Modern Literature”

34.     DICKENS, Charles. A Christmas Carol. London, 1843. Small octavo, original cinnamon cloth gilt, custom clamshell 
box.  $33,000.

First edition, first issue of this Christmas classic, with four hand-
colored steel-engraved plates by John Leech, the only one of 
Dickens’ first editions to contain hand-colored illustrations.

A Christmas Carol “may readily be called the Bible of Christmas… 
It was issued about ten days before Christmas, 1843, and 6000 
copies were sold on the first day… the number of reprintings have 
been so many that all attempts at the figures have been futile. 
Altogether 24 editions were issued in the original format” (Eckel, 
110). “It was a work written at the height of Dickens’ great powers, 
which would add to his considerable fame, bring a new work to 
the English language, increase the festivities at Christmastime, 
and contain his most eloquent protest at the condition of the 
poor” (John Mortimer). “Suddenly conceived and written within 

a few weeks, [A Christmas Carol] was the first of Dickens’ Christmas books (a new literary genre thus created incidentally)… 
it was an extraordinary achievement—the one great Christmas myth of modern literature.” The publication history of A 
Christmas Carol is bibliographically complex, with Dickens asking for changes in the printing and binding before the work 
was issued. This copy is first issue, with blue and red title page dated 1843; half title and verso of title page printed in blue, 
“Stave I” on page [1], and light green endpapers, with the four color plates. First-issue copies appear with either yellow or 
green endpapers, no priority established; this copy has green endpapers. Occasional scattered light foxing and finger marks. 
Minor expert reinforcement to inner paper hinges. Light wear to extremities of lightly soiled, unrestored original cloth. A 
near-fine copy, quite scarce in this condition.

“Bent on striking a blow for the poor, 
Dickens began in early 1843 to write a 

tale about a rich miser’s change of heart, 
a tale that he liked to think of a 

sledgehammer capable of ‘twenty times 
the force—twenty thousand times the 

force’ of a political pamphlet.” —Sylvia Nash

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/christmas-carol/90724.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/christmas-carol/90724.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/christmas-carol/90724.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/christmas-carol/90724.aspx
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charles dickens

“To Obtain Fine Clean Copies Of This Book Has Been The Unsuccessful Quest Of Many Book Collectors”

35.     DICKENS, Charles. Great Expectations. London, 1861. Three volumes. Octavo, original violet wavy-grain cloth, custom 
clamshell box.  $75,000.

First edition in book form, mixed first and early issues, of one of Dickens’ most beloved and scarcest novels, most rare and 
desirable in the original cloth. With sepia cabinet photograph by John Watkins of the author seated from around the time of 
the novel’s publication.

In Great Expectations, Dickens allowed “all the previously inchoate and 
shadowy fears of his childhood… to emerge without impediment… He 
could not have hoped for a warmer reception than the book actually 
received” (Ackroyd). “The rarity of the first issue of Great Expectations 
has been attributed to the probable small binding-up of copies with the 
first title page [only 1000 copies of the first issue were printed], coupled 
with the fact… that ‘the first edition was almost entirely taken up by the 
libraries” (Smith 14). It is Dickens’ only novel, apart from Hard Times, 
that was not illustrated in its first book form and one of only two novels 
never issued in parts. “To obtain fine clean copies of this book has been the unsuccessful quest of many book collectors” (Eckel). 
First issue of Volume I; mixed issues of Volumes II and III; title pages in Volumes II and III supplied from another copy—later 
issues of the first edition, though they all used the same sheets, were given new title pages marked “Second Edition” through 
“Fifth Edition” to imply and encourage a rapid sale to the trade. A beautiful, fine copy, gilt bright, very rarely found thus in the 
original cloth.

“There is no other English author, not 
even Shakespeare, who is admired for 
so many different reasons by so many 

different kinds of people.”   
—Stanley Kunitz and Howard Haycraft

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/great-expectations/90308.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/great-expectations/90308.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/great-expectations/90308.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-dickens/great-expectations/90308.aspx
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plato

“Among The True High Points Of Man’s Efforts To Bring Reason And Dignity To His World”

36.     PLATO. The Republic. Glasgow, 1763. Quarto, contemporary full calf, sympathetically rebacked.  $25,000.

First edition in English of the greatest of Plato’s dialogues, printed at the renowned Foulis Press, one of a scant number of 
large-paper copies, handsome in contemporary calf boards.

A cornerstone of Western philosophy and politics, Plato’s extended dialogue on justice and the ideal state contains one of the 
most powerful descriptions of the human condition in world literature, his allegory of the cave (in Book VII). “Of all Plato’s 
works, this is perhaps the most important and widely read. Ranging from a discussion of the ‘Good’ to an examination of the 

nature of the State, it remains among the true high points of man’s efforts to 
bring reason and dignity to his world” (Jenkins 404). “The Republic is a very 
famous dialogue, built up from a minor one, which survives as its first 
book, to a huge set piece. Its setting and its characters are full of political 
meaning. Its arguments are tantalizing and its fables fascinating… [Plato’s] 
utopia is alarming and his metaphysics are intoxicating. It is all an essay in 
how the state might be governed and man as a citizen governed by the 

vision of goodness and truth” (Levi, 348). “That Plato should be the first of all the ancient philosophers to be translated and 
broadcast by the printing press was inevitable… The dialogues are pervaded by two dominant impulses: a love of truth and a 
passion for human improvement” (PMM 27). The Foulis brothers were known for books “plainly printed with no extraneous 
ornament, and soon established a reputation for their carefully edited editions of Greek and Latin classics” (Glaister, 182). 
Boards with expert restoration to extremities. A beautiful copy.

“It has been truly said that the germ 
of all ideas can be found in Plato.” 

—Printing & the Mind of Man
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blaise pascal

“The Heart Has Its Reasons, Which Reason Doth Not Comprehend…”

37.     PASCAL, Blaise. Thoughts, Meditations, and Prayers. London, 1688. Small octavo, contemporary full paneled mottled 
calf rebacked with original spine laid down.  $16,000.

First edition in English of Pascal’s posthumous and often controversial Pensées (Thoughts, Meditations, and Prayers), the 
brilliant philosopher’s complex examination of “the age old controversy between faith and reason… a book for which the 
enquiring mind has had solid reason to be grateful” (PMM), in handsome contemporary calf.

When Pascal died in 1662, he left behind a wealth of unpublished material, largely consisting of notes pinned together in the 
mathematician and philosopher’s attempt to explain “all the contradictions and vicissitudes of human experience entirely in 
terms of faith and revelation, the one justifying the other.” 
These notes were first collected and issued posthumously 
as Pascal’s Pensées (Thoughts) in 1670 and first published 
in English in this London edition. In this brilliant and 
often controversial work, “the reader will find questions 
asked and unanswered which will take him far beyond 
the age-old controversy between faith and reason.” 
(PMM 152). “A mathematician himself who, before his 
religious conversion in 1654, made important contribu-
tions to science, Pascal believed that rooting Christian 
theology in reason and transparency of language 
amounted to relinquishing revelation… But instead of defending religion through rational arguments… [he] aims at subordi-
nating the order of truth to a more complete view of the human condition. We are at once great, by virtue of our intellect, and 
miserable, by virtue of its fragility” (Hollier, 287-88). Scattered pencil marginalia. Interior quite clean; contemporary calf 
handsome. An excellent copy. Scarce.

“Pascal’s work has, in fact, the marks of genius, 
exploring and stating all that can be said on both 

sides of the question it investigates… [It is] a 
book for which the enquiring mind has had solid 
reason to be grateful.” —Printing & the Mind of Man

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/plato-h-spens/republic/90425.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/plato-h-spens/republic/90425.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/plato-h-spens/republic/90425.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/plato-h-spens/republic/90425.aspx
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nostradamus

“Sitting By Night In My Secret Study…”:  
1672 First English Translation Of Nostradamus’ Prophecies, Handsomely Bound

38.     NOSTRADAMUS, Michel de. The True Prophecies or Prognostications of Michael Nostradamus. London, 1672. Folio, 
modern full brown morocco.    $14,000.

First edition in English of Nostradamus’ famous prognostications.

A physician by trade, Michel de Nostredame “began his prophetic writings in the early 1540s with a series of short yearly 
almanacs in which he made predictions in verse. The new art of printing gratified a popular demand for supernaturally 
acquired ‘certainty,’ and such almanacs were a common literary production of the day. It was with Les Prophéties (1555), 

however, that Nostradamus became an author of contemporary reputation and a 
figure who has had an impact on later history… [His more than 1000 rhyming 
quatrains, arranged in ‘centuries’ of 100] constitute the largest body of prophetic 
verse prepared to that day, perhaps in all literature” (Clute & Grant, 694). By 
blending scholarly learning, received folklore and religious sentiment in richly 
symbolic, highly poetic and frequently innovative language—and by crafting 
veiled commentary on the celebrities, scandals, warfare and pressing issues of his 
day—Nostradamus captured both the public’s imagination and the French royal 
family’s patronage. The doctor-seer’s influence continues: readers have found in his 
prophecies such crises as the French Revolution and both World Wars, and several 
have interpreted his reference to war erupting in the Balkans or the Middle East as 
a glimpse at the end of the world. “More than any other writer in modern times 
Nostradamus knew how to titillate the deep-seated craving, felt by potentate and 
plebeian alike, to foresee the future, near and remote” (DSB). This edition, the first 

in English, includes the original French quatrains with accompanying translations and annotations, and is illustrated with 
ornamental woodcut headpieces and initials. Without scarce frontispiece portrait, as often; without final blank. Wing N1399. 
Scattered light foxing. Occasional light edge-wear to leaves; two text leaves (pages 93-96) with paper repair to lower inner margin, 
affecting legibility of a few lines, a few leaves with marginal tape repairs. An extremely good copy, handsomely bound.

“More than any other writer in 
modern times Nostradamus knew 
how to titillate the deep-seated 
craving, felt by potentate and 
plebian alike, to foresee the 
future, near and remote.”  

—Dictionary of Scientific Biography

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nostradamus/true-prophecies-or-prognostications/91664.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nostradamus/true-prophecies-or-prognostications/91664.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nostradamus/true-prophecies-or-prognostications/91664.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nostradamus/true-prophecies-or-prognostications/91664.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/nostradamus/true-prophecies-or-prognostications/91664.aspx
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niccolo machiavelli

The Father Of Modern Political Science

39.     MACHIAVELLI, Niccolo. The Works of the Famous Nicolas Machiavel, Citizen and Secretary of Florence. London, 
1675. Small folio (8-1/2 by 12-1/2 inches), period-style full calf gilt.  $17,500.

First edition in English of this comprehensive collection of the great Italian statesman’s most important writings, the foundation 
of the modern study of politics. Includes The Art of War, Discourses on Livy, and his primer of power politics, The Prince.

Before Machiavelli, “political speculation had tended to be a rhetorical exercise 
based on the implicit assumption of Church or Empire. Machiavelli founded the 
science of modern politics on the study of mankind” (PMM 63). “Niccolo 
Machiavelli is a popular symbol for the… completely unprincipled, and 
unscrupulous politician whose whole philosophy is that the end justifies the 
means… From a comparative reading of [The Discourses and The Prince], one 
must come to the startling conclusion that Machiavelli was a convinced 
republican… His ideal government was the old Roman republic… It is hardly 
disputable that no man previous to Karl Marx has had as revolutionary an 
impact on political thought as Machiavelli” (Downs, 12). Bookplate of Alexander 
Hamill, book collector and founder of the Centaur Press. Early ink owner 
signatures on title page. Text quite lovely with only light pinpoint foxing to title 
page and a few closed tears to catalogue. Beautifully bound. 

“Machiavelli founded the science 
of modern politics on the study of 
mankind… Politics was a science 

to be divorced entirely from 
ethics, and nothing must stand 

in the way of its machinery.”  
—Printing & the Mind of Man
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1704 First Edition Of Newton’s Opticks,  
“One Of The Two Pillars Of Newton’s 
Imperishable Reputation In Science”

40.     (NEWTON, Isaac). Opticks: Or, a Treatise of the 
Reflections, Refractions, Inflexions and Colours of Light. 
London, 1704. Quarto, contemporary full brown paneled calf 
rebacked.  $85,000.

First edition, first issue, of Newton’s famous treatise on light 
and the spectrum, with 19 copper-engraved folding plates. 
Also contains the first printing of Newton’s two treatises on 
curvilinear figures (in Latin), “intended to assert Newton’s 
priority to the discovery of the calculus over Leibniz” (Dibner 
148). Handsome in contemporary calf.

“The import of the Opticks virtu-
ally equaled that of the Principia. 
Indeed, it may have exceeded it, 
for the Opticks, written in prose 
rather than geometry, was acces-
sible to a wide audience as the 
Principia was not. Through the 
eighteenth century, it dominated the science of optics with 
almost tyrannical authority, and exercised a broader influ-

ence over natural science than the Principia did… 
the work remains permanently one of the two pillars 
of Newton’s imperishable reputation in science” 
(Richard Westfall). “Unlike most of Newton’s works, 
Opticks was originally published in English… The 
work summarized [33 years of] Newton’s discoveries 
and theories concerning light and color: the spec-
trum of sunlight, the degrees of refraction associated 
with different colors, the color circle (the first in the 
history of color theory), the invention of the reflect-
ing telescope; the first workable theory of the rain-
bow, and experiments on what would later be called 
‘interference effects’ in conjunction with Newton’s 
rings” (Norman 1588). Bookplates, including that of 
William A. Cole, distinguished collector and bibli-
ographer of chemistry. Text and plates generally 
clean, leaf A2 with repaired closed tear, not affecting 
legibility, repair to corner of leaf Eee, not affecting 
text, corners gently bumped. A handsome, near-fine 
copy in finely rebacked contemporary calf, with 
scientific provenance.

“One of the supreme 
productions of the 

human mind.”  
—E.N. Da Coste Andrade

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/isaac-newton/opticks/88122.aspx
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marc chagall

“The Same Religious Force As The Bible Itself,” With 96 Heliogravures And 24 Color Lithographs

41.     CHAGALL, Marc. Drawings for the Bible. New York, 1960.  Folio, original pictorial boards, dust jacket, shipping 
carton.  $12,500.

Rare first American edition of Chagall’s second series of illustrations for the Bible, with 96 black-and-white 
heliogravures, as well as 24 color lithographs prepared by Chagall especially for the present work and printed by 
Mourlot Frères.

This breathtaking blend of Chagall’s childhood experience of the world 
of the Hebrew Bible as “another world that still existed behind the world 
of workaday reality” began with his experience in Palestine during a 
1931 trip. His illustrations constitute an “astonishing unity of word and 
image, of visual representation and nonvisual suggestion… The picture 
is not there to cover, sustain or adorn the event, but to report it plainly 
and yet in all its temporal and eternal significance… Chagall’s Bible 
etchings have the same religious force as the Bible itself ” (Meyer, 383, 
388, 393). The massive undertaking occupied Chagall off and on from 
1931 to 1956, and again between 1958-59 (this edition). Printer Fernand 
Mourlot ran a lithography press where such greats as Braque, Matisse, 
Picasso, Miró and, of course, Chagall came to have their designs printed 

and to learn about this still nascent medium. Appeared simultaneously in French, also in a trade edition. Only two 
very small closed tears to bright and beautiful dust jacket. A fine copy, in the original shipping carton.

“Creator of a whole universe of 

forms and colors, with his reds and 

ochres, dark or softly radiant blues, 

Marc Chagall reveals to us the  

very hues of man’s lost Eden.”  

—Gaston Bachelard

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/marc-chagall/drawings-for-the-bible/86770.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/marc-chagall/drawings-for-the-bible/86770.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/marc-chagall/drawings-for-the-bible/86770.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/marc-chagall/drawings-for-the-bible/86770.aspx
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james joyce/henri matisse

Signed By Both Joyce And Matisse: The First Illustrated Edition Of Ulysses

42.    JOYCE, James. Ulysses. With an Introduction by Stuart Gilbert and Illustrations by Henri Matisse. New York, 1935. 
Large quarto, original brown cloth gilt, slipcase, custom clamshell box.  $35,000.

First illustrated edition of Joyce’s landmark Ulysses, one of only 250 copies (from a total edition of 1500) signed by both James 
Joyce and Henri Matisse. One of the 20th-century’s most desirable illustrated books, combining the work of two great modern 
artists. A fine copy.

One of the most arresting and intriguing collaborations in 20th-century literature. “It was a great 
idea to bring them together; celebrities of the same generation, of similar virtuosity” (Wheeler, 
15). The 26 beautiful full-page illustrations by Matisse accompany the text of Joyce’s Ulysses, 
including six soft-ground etchings with reproductions of the sketches on blue and yellow paper. 
“One of the very few American livres de peintres issued before World War II. According to George 
Macy [this work’s designer], who undertook this only American publication of Matisse’s 
illustrations, he asked the artist how many etchings the latter could provide for $5000. The artist chose to take six subjects from 
Homer’s Odyssey. The preparatory drawings reproduced with the soft-ground etchings (Matisse’s only use of this medium) record 
the evolution of the figures from vigorous sketches to closely knit compositions” (Artist and the Book 197). Bookplate. Light wear 
to slipcase mainly affecting joints. Book lovely and fine.

“A 22-karat creative 
cross-pollination.”  

—Maria Popova

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henri-matisse-james-joyce/ulysses/91454.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henri-matisse-james-joyce/ulysses/91454.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henri-matisse-james-joyce/ulysses/91454.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/henri-matisse-james-joyce/ulysses/91454.aspx
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rousseau

“I Have Resolved On An Enterprise Which Has No Precedent, And Which, Once Complete,  
Will Have No Imitation”: Rare First Edition In English Of Rousseau’s Confessions, 1783

43.     ROUSSEAU. The Confessions of J. J. Rousseau: With the Reveries of the Solitary Walker. WITH: The 
Confessions… Part the Second. London, 1783, 1790. Together, four volumes uniformly bound. 12mo, period-style half 
tan calf, custom box.  $25,000.

Important first edition in English of Rousseau’s magnificent Confessions and Reveries (its sequel and complement), considered 
among Rousseau’s finest works, along with the three-volume Second Part and Letters, attractively bound.

Rousseau’s “devastatingly intimate” self-portrait has become one of “the landmarks of the literature of personal revelation and 
reminiscence” and the model for modern autobiography (Brereton 107; Drabble 851). His Confessions is filled with candid and 

critical personal descriptions of himself and others; he did not intend for 
it to be published until the end of the century, but it was published within 
four years of his death. “The publication of the Confessions in 1782… 
only reinforced the intensely personal bond that Rousseau’s countless 
disciples felt with him… nothing could shake their faith in his essential 
moral purity. The breathtaking candor of his admissions of vice as well as 
virtue strengthened their view that he was the greatest honnete homme of 
their century” (Schama, Citizens, 160). “Confessions was published only 
posthumously; it was some time before Rousseau’s ideas seeped into the 

drinking water… Rousseau stands squarely if unsystematically at the root of democracy, autobiography, Romanticism, child-
centered education, even psychoanalysis” (Stacy Schiff). Title page of Part I, Volume I mounted; Part II, Volume I with marginal 
paper repairs to pages 281-88 and 325 and in Volume III repaired closed tear to pages 197-98, not affecting legibility. Occasional 
spotting to text. Attractive calf bindings fine. An extremely good copy.

“No one had tried to tell the naked and 
direct truth about themselves before; 

perhaps Rousseau had to be half mad to 
attempt it.” —Martin Seymour-Smith

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/rousseau/confessions-of-j-j-rousseau/91331.aspx
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india

“A Just Portrait Of The Enchanting Features Of India”:  
With 24 Large Splendid Hand-Colored Views Of Indian Scenery

44.    (INDIA) FORREST, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Ramus. A 
Picturesque Tour along the Rivers Ganges and Jumna in India. 
London, 1824. Large quarto (10-1/2 by 13 inches), late 19th-century 
three-quarter red morocco gilt.  $25,000.

First edition of this renowned India color-plate book, boasting 24 
splendidly hand-colored aquatint views after original drawings by 
Forrest and large folding map showing the Ganges and the Jumna, 
handsomely bound by J. Adams.

A spectacular series of views made by Forrest during a voyage along the 
Ganges and its tributary the Jumna, including plates of Benares, 
Allahabad, Lucknow, Delhi and the Taj Mahal in Agra. With folding 
engraved map, hand-colored vignette title page and vignette tailpiece, 
and 122-page history of India. Plates watermarked 1825; Abbey notes 
watermarks of 1824. Abbey, Travel 441. Occasional inoffensive foxing, 
usual light offsetting. Binding handsome. A near-fine copy of an 
impressive production.

“No one will ever again experience 
that world [Colonial India], and the 
few visual records that remain from 
it are therefore of unique interest… 
Connoisseurs eagerly acquire them 

for their celebrations of the ‘sublime,’ 
the ‘picturesque,’ and the ‘exotic,’ as 

well as for their recording of 
antiquities.” — Mildred Archer

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/charles-ramus-forrest/picturesque-tour-along-the-rivers-ganges-and-jumna/89571.aspx
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bill wilson

Very Rare 1939 First Printing Of Alcoholics Anonymous,  
In Notoriously Elusive Original Dust Jacket

45.     (WILSON, Bill). Alcoholics Anonymous. New York, 1939. Thick octavo, original red cloth, dust jacket.  $38,000.

First edition of this influential work—a most desirable copy in the very rare original 
dust jacket.

The Alcoholics Anonymous “Big Book” was published at a particularly trying time; 
the Great Depression had driven many Americans to desperation, and the repeal of 
Prohibition in 1933 ensured that alcohol was readily available. With moving personal 
accounts and case histories of many original members of A.A., here is the story of 
countless “average Americans… [whose] feeling of having shared in a common peril 
is one element in the powerful cement which binds” their lives together. This 
extremely scarce first edition also examines the epiphanic moments in which hope 
for a new life is achieved, but “the later editions of the Big Book play down this 
expectation of ‘sudden and spectacular upheaval’ in favor of a more gradual 

explanation for triumph over the addiction” (New Yorker, 1955). The book’s publication itself represented a triumph over 
numerous obstacles; pre-publication shares in the newly-founded corporation proved impossible to sell until a Reader’s Digest 
editor promised to publish an article about the group’s efforts. The article never materialized, but the tenacity of Bill W. and 
friends resulted in the independent publication of the book. Owner signature and address. Bright, about-fine book with just 
a bit of soiling to rear panel. Scarce bright dust jacket with expert restoration. A beautiful copy.

 “Arguably the most 
influential and important 
twentieth-century book on 
recovery from alcoholism 

and other drug addictions.” 
—The Book That Started It All

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alcoholics-anonymous-bill-wilson/alcoholics-anonymous/90822.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alcoholics-anonymous-bill-wilson/alcoholics-anonymous/90822.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alcoholics-anonymous-bill-wilson/alcoholics-anonymous/90822.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alcoholics-anonymous-bill-wilson/alcoholics-anonymous/90822.aspx
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friedrich a. hayek

His “Most Fundamental And Pathbreaking Achievement”:  
Pure Theory Of Capital, Signed By F.A. Hayek

46.     HAYEK, Friedrich A. The Pure Theory of Capital. London, 1941. Octavo, original blue cloth, later-issue dust 
jacket.  $22,500.

First edition of Hayek’s “most fundamental and pathbreaking achievement,” 
signed by him.

One of Hayek’s most important books and a critical one in the development of 
Austrian capital theory, especially with regard to the element of time. “The 
formal and comprehensive analysis in The Pure Theory of Capital fleshed out 
the earlier formulations and established the centrality of the ‘capital problem’ 
in questions about the market’s ability to coordinate economic activities over 
time” (Palgrave). This book, together with Hayek’s Profits, Interest and 
Investment, is likewise a continuation of the issues raised in the somewhat 
unfriendly debate with Keynes occasioned by Hayek’s Prices and Production. 
Later-issue dust jacket, with Road to Serfdom (1944) listed on the rear flap. Book 
very nearly fine, later-issue dust jacket extremely good with light wear and 
soiling, toning to extremities, and expert repair to inside of front joint. A most 
scarce and desirable signed copy.

“Hayek’s interest in technical 
economics culminated in his 

Pure Theory of Capital, 
which must be rated as one 

of the most penetrating 
books ever published in this 
complex field.” —Karl Leuke

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/friedrich-a-hayek/pure-theory-of-capital/89863.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/friedrich-a-hayek/pure-theory-of-capital/89863.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/friedrich-a-hayek/pure-theory-of-capital/89863.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/friedrich-a-hayek/pure-theory-of-capital/89863.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/friedrich-a-hayek/pure-theory-of-capital/89863.aspx


60

85
 G

r
e

a
t
 B

o
o

k
s
  

 |
  

 J
a

n
u

a
r

y
 2

01
4

jonathan swift

“They Will Wonderfully Mend The World”: 
First Edition Of Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels

47.     SWIFT, Jonathan. Travels Into Several Remote 
Nations of the World… By Lemuel Gulliver. London, 
1726. Two volumes. Octavo, later full morocco gilt, 
neatly rebacked.  $21,000.

First edition, scarce second issue (Teerink “AA”) of 
Swift’s classic satire—“at once a favorite book of 
children and a summary of bitter scorn for mankind”—
with engraved frontispiece portrait of Gulliver, six 
plates (four maps and two plans), as well as numerous 
woodcut initials, head- and tail-pieces. Handsomely 
bound by Riviere & Son.

A classic “at once a favorite book of children and a sum-
mary of bitter scorn for mankind,” Swift’s masterpiece 
will “last as long as the language, because it describes 
the vices of man in all nations” (DNB). “A remarkable 
feat in the creation of imaginary worlds as a vehicle for 
satire upon the political and religious establishments of 
the day” (Clute & Grant, 914). “Gulliver’s Travels has 
given Swift an immortality be-
yond temporary fame… For 
every edition designed for 
the reader with an eye 
to the historical back-
ground, 20 have ap-
peared, abridged or 
adapted, for readers 
who care nothing 

for the satire and enjoy it as a first-class story” (PMM 185). Swift himself expressed 
this hope for his “Travells” to a friend: “They are admirable Things, and will won-
derfully mend the world” (Rothschild 2104). General title page of Volume II cor-
responds to Teerink’s “B” issue, as is occasionally found in “AA” copies. Bookplate 
of distinguished collector Mary Augusta Elton. A lovely copy of this landmark title 
in excellent condition.

“Its fascination seems inexhaustible. If I had to 
make a list of six books which were to be preserved 
when all others were destroyed, I would certainly 

put Gulliver’s Travels among them.”  
—George Orwell
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jacob and wilhelm grimm

“Once Upon A Time…”: The Most Popular Collection Of  
Tales Ever Published, Illustrated By George Cruikshank,  

With Autograph Letter Signed By Him

48.     GRIMM, Jacob and Wilhelm. German Popular Stories. London, 1823, 
1826. Two volumes. 12mo, early 20th-century full brown morocco gilt, 
custom chemises and half morocco slipcase.  $18,500.

First editions of Grimms’ famous fairy tales, including “Snow White,” 
“Cinderella” and “Sleeping Beauty,” illustrated with two engraved title pages 
and 20 full-page etchings by George Cruikshank (”perhaps his best work”), 

with an autograph letter signed by the 
illustrator, beautifully bound in full 
morocco-gilt by Bartlett.

As early as 1805, Jacob and Wilhelm 
Grimm began collecting German pop-
ular tales. They published the first and 
second volumes in 1812 and 1814. Its 
publication brought immediate and 
worldwide fame to the brothers Grimm 
and provided the foundation for their 
influential and groundbreaking stud-
ies in German philology and grammar 

(See PMM 281). The 1823 edition in English of German Popular Stories was 
the “first anywhere to be fully illustrated” as well as the first to truly target 
children (Darton, 216). Moreover, the English translation by Edgar Taylor 
“revolutionized the conventional English attitude to fairy tales and rehabili-
tated fantasy as generally acceptable reading-matter for the young… The 
Cruikshank illustrations, which the Grimms themselves admired, remain 
inextricably associated with the 
tales” and are considered among his 
best works (Carpenter & Prichard, 
230). These volumes contain 
“Rumpel-Stilts-Kin,” “Snow-Drop” 
(Snow White), “Rose-Bud” (Sleeping 
Beauty), “Tom Thumb,” “Hansel 
and Gretel,” “The Golden Goose,” 
“The Frog-Prince” and “Ashputtel” 
(Cinderella). Cruikshank’s 1855 au-
tograph letter to journalist and liter-
ary scholar Henry Morley, Jr. dis-
cusses a failed business agreement 
with a publisher. A desirable land-
mark in illustrated children’s litera-
ture, in fine condition, with auto-
graph letter signed by Cruikshank.

“It shares its eminence only 
with The Arabian Nights. 

The two of them are the most 
important and influential 

collections of folk tales ever 
published.” —Philip Pullman

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/george-cruikshank-jacob-and-william-grimm/german-popular-stories/91160.aspx
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the bible in english, 1589
“By A Short And Sufficient Reply, The Weak Might Be Confirmed”:  

Fulke’s Parallel Edition Of The Rheims New Testament And The Bishops’ Bible, 1589

49.     BIBLE. The Text of the New Testament of Jesus Christ. London, 1589. Folio, restoration-style full black morocco 
gilt.  $22,000.

First edition of Fulke’s parallel presentation of the Rheims New Testament and the Bishops’ Bible—“an invaluable 
assistant to the Protestant divine” (Allibone, 641)—intended to show the superiority of the latter to the former but 
inadvertently setting the stage for the Rheims Testament’s influence on the King James Bible. Stunningly bound in 
restoration-style full morocco.

“The appearance of a Roman Catholic-sponsored translation of the New Testament in 1582 at 
Rheims kindled a controversy that produced William Fulke’s defense (first edition, 1583) of the 
Bishops’ Bible [which was first published in 1568; here called ‘The Translation of the Church of 
England’]. The Rheims New Testament was an accurate translation of the Vulgate, but its very 
competence served to emphasize the Roman Catholic Church’s reliance on the Vulgate as 
authoritative against the Reformers’ desire to translate from the Greek text. Fulke’s parallel column 

edition with marginal notes was designed to highlight differences and defend the Bishops’ Bible. Unfortunately the polemical 
rhetoric on both sides only fanned the flames of the controversy. Fulke’s work proved quite popular and went through numerous 
printings” (100 Bible Landmarks 67). Indeed, this intended “counterblast” to the Roman Catholic translation it reprinted 
“secured for [it] a publicity which it would not otherwise have obtained, and was indirectly responsible for the marked influence 
which Rheims exerted on the Bible of 1611” (Darlow & Moule 156). Eighteenth-century ink ownership inscriptions, marginalia 
to title page. Scattered light foxing. Gutter of title page restored. A beautifully bound copy.

“Full of important 
observations.”  
—James Hervey
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 persian qur’an

Lovely Large Illuminated Persian Manuscript Qur’an, Late 18th Century, In Lacquered Boards

50.     (KORAN). Illuminated Qur’an [Koran]. Persia, late 18th century 
C.E. Tall octavo, 19th-century wallet-style painted floral boards.  $18,500.

Beautiful and imposing manuscript Qur’an, splendidly ornamented and in 
a fine bold hand, very finely bound in wallet-style lacquered boards.

This beautiful Qur’an is scribed on polished paper in 17-line naskhi script 
on gilt rules within gilt borders, with 3 double-page polychrome gilt 
ornamental openings, at beginning, center, and closing; text fully vocalized 
in black with catchwords, reading marks in red, gold aya markers, surah 
headings within blue and gilt panels, ornamental sectional markers, ashura 
and juz’ markers in ink, some marginal corrections in a fine hand. The 
Qur’an is complete. Spine and guard hinges with old repairs. Double-page 
openings interleaved with protective blanks. An about-fine copy with 
generous margins.

“The Qur’an…may well be the 
most powerful book in human 

history, with the arguable 
exception of the Bible…it is 
doubtful that any book now 

commands, or has in the past 
exerted, so profound an 

influence.” —Christopher Buck

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/koran-illuminated-manuscript/illuminated-qur-an-manuscript-koran-/91311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/koran-illuminated-manuscript/illuminated-qur-an-manuscript-koran-/91311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/koran-illuminated-manuscript/illuminated-qur-an-manuscript-koran-/91311.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/koran-illuminated-manuscript/illuminated-qur-an-manuscript-koran-/91311.aspx
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hebrew bible

Of Exceptional Rarity: 1814 First Edition Of The First Hebrew Bible Published In America

51.     (HEBREW BIBLE). Biblia Hebraica... Philadelphia, 1814. Two volumes. Octavo, contemporary full dark brown sheep 
sympathetically rebacked.  $32,000.

Very rare first edition of the first Hebrew Bible published in America, of major 
importance in the field of American Judaica. An excellent copy in nicely restored 
contemporary binding.

“After the ‘lean’ years which followed the Revolutionary War, in the early decades of the 
nineteenth century America was in the throes of a great religious revival. As part of its 
intellectual aspect, the study of the Hebrew language was renewed… Grammars, 
lexicons, and chrestomathies were published, as well as books on the Bible and the Holy 
Land. The Jewish community was wary of these activities because the same scholars and 
divines were also involved in missionary activity. The appearance of a work in the 
Hebrew language which bore approbation from both leading Christian clergymen and 
leading Jews marked the beginning of friendlier intellectual discourse” (Karp, Judaic 
Treasures of the Library of Congress, 291-92). In 1812, Jonathan Horowitz arrived in 
Philadelphia from Amsterdam with a font of Hebrew type, and proposed an edition of 

the Hebrew Bible—the first one to be issued in the United States. Facing competition from several others who hoped to publish 
an edition before his, Horowitz decided early in 1813 to transfer his right to the edition to Philadelphia publisher Thomas 
Dobson, and to sell his type to Dobson’s printer William Fry. Dobson’s edition, printed by Fry and published in 1814, precedes 
all others. Text expertly cleaned. Volume II half title with upper third remargined, not affecting letterpress; Volume II title page 
with small marginal paper repair. Corners expertly restored. A very good, handsome copy.

“In the year 1812, Mr. 
Horowitz had proposed the 
publication of an edition of 
the Hebrew Bible, being the 

first proposal of the kind 
ever offered in the United 

States…” —Preface

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/hebrew-bible/biblia-hebraica/87591.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/hebrew-bible/biblia-hebraica/87591.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/hebrew-bible/biblia-hebraica/87591.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/hebrew-bible/biblia-hebraica/87591.aspx


ludwig van beethoven

“The Greatest Religious Musical Work Since Bach”

52.     BEETHOVEN, Ludwig van. Messe Solennelle à quatre parties Solo et choeur avec accompagnement à Grand 
Orchestre… Opus 123. Mayence et Paris, 1827. Oblong folio, modern three-quarter navy morocco; original wrapper 
bound in at rear.  $12,500.

First edition, fully engraved, of the piano-vocal score of Beethoven’s choral masterwork, the Missa Solemnis, published in 
the year of his death, the same year as the publication of the full score.

Written in the last years of his life, the monumental Missa Solemnis 
is one of Beethoven’s greatest works for chorus and orchestra. 
“Beethoven believed this Mass to be ‘the best of my spiritual 
products… Finally he placed the words: ‘From the heart-let it go to 
the heart’ on the score of the Kyrie. These words and the masterpiece 
connected with them must be his monument” (Fischer and Kock). 
The piano-vocal score of the Missa Solemnis is even rarer than the 
first edition of the full score, which was published in the same year. 
Kinsky-Halm, 365. Fuld, 187. Very light foxing and dampstaining. 
An excellent copy. Scarce.

“Beethoven repeatedly referred to the 
Missa Solemnis as his greatest work, and 

with considerable justification. In both 
its emotional depth and is musical and 

intellectual ingenuity is is unsurpassed.”  
—Barry Cooper

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ludwig-van-beethoven/missa-solemnis/46109.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ludwig-van-beethoven/missa-solemnis/46109.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ludwig-van-beethoven/missa-solemnis/46109.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ludwig-van-beethoven/missa-solemnis/46109.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ludwig-van-beethoven/missa-solemnis/46109.aspx
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zebulon pike

“A Cornerstone Of Any Collection Of Western Americana”:  
Rare 1810 First Edition Of Pike’s Important Expeditions To 

The Sources Of The Mississippi, With Maps Considered 
“Milestones In The Mapping Of The American West”

53.     PIKE, Zebulon. An Account of Expeditions to the Sources of the 
Mississippi, and Through the Western Parts of Louisiana, to the Sources 
of the Arkansaw, Kans, La Platte, and Pierre Juan Rivers... Philadelphia, 
1810. Thick octavo, contemporary full mottled sheep.  $42,000.

Rare first edition of “one of the great chronicles of American pioneering 
achievement,” the primary account of the first United States govern-
ment expedition to the Southwest, with six maps (five folding), three 
folding tables, and frontispiece portrait of Pike. Rare in contemporary 
sheep binding.

Pike’s account ranks with that of Lewis and Clark as the most important of 
the early works on the exploration of western North America. Its maps 
were the first to reveal a first-hand knowledge of the geography of the 
Southwest, and they are considered “milestones in the mapping of the 
American West” (Wheat). Pike is also considered “the first American 
writer at some length on Texas” (Basic Texas Books 163). On July 15, 1806, 
just weeks after completing an eight-month exploration of the high 
Mississippi and while Lewis and Clark were still wending their way home-
ward from their journey to the Pacific, 27-year-old Zebulon Pike began his 
heroic expedition to the headwaters of the Arkansas and Red Rivers and to 
reconnoiter Spanish settlements in New Mexico. He and his team traveled 
up the Arkansas River to the site of what is now Pueblo, Colorado, explor-
ing the area and the peak that now 
bears his name. At the Rio Grande 
they were taken by the Spanish, 
who brought them to Santa Fe, 
then to Chihuahua; they were fi-
nally released at the border of the 
Louisiana Territory. Pike’s narra-
tive “marks the beginning of serious 
American interest in Texas… Milo 
M. Quaife called it ‘one of the great 
chronicles of American pioneering 
achievement… [The explorers] 
wrote a chapter in the annals of human daring… and added a volume of 
abiding worth to the literature of New World exploration.… their effect 
was enormous; their results proved far-reaching; and some of these are still 
in evidence” (Wheat). Expert paper repairs to a few map stubs and light 
offsetting to maps as usual; joints, corners and spine ends expertly restored. 
An extremely good copy in contemporary sheep of one of the most impor-
tant of the early books on western exploration, and a cornerstone of any 
collection of Western Americana.

“One of the great chronicles  
of American pioneering 

achievement… [the explorers] 
wrote a chapter in the annals 

of human daring…”  
—James Wheat

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/zebulon-pike/account-of-expeditions-to-the-sources-of-the-mississippi/88465.aspx
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abraham lincoln

With A Fine Original Civil War-Era Pardon  
Signed By Lincoln And 24 Other Period Autographs: 

Extraordinary Extra-Illustrated And  
Exquisitely Bound 24-Volume Set Of Lincoln’s Works

54.     (LINCOLN, Abraham) NICOLAY, John G. and HAY, John. 
Complete Works of Abraham Lincoln. New York, 1905. Twelve 
volumes extended to 24. Octavo, contemporary full brown levant 
morocco gilt,  with elaborate doublures with oval vellum onlays 
displaying a hand-painted log cabin inside the front cover of each 
volume.  $58,500.

Spectacular Gettysburg Edition of Nicolay and Hay’s superb Complete 
Works of Lincoln, illustrated with 79 photoengraved portraits and 
illustrations and 12 facsimiles of letters and manuscripts by Lincoln. 
This is one of only a handful of extra-illustrated sets, expanded from 
12 volumes to 24 with the insertion of 314 additional engraved 

portraits of Lincoln and his contemporaries and rivals, views, and Civil War battle scenes. In addition, this set includes a final 
volume containing an actual Civil War-era pardon signed by Lincoln, and an additional 24 letters and documents signed by 
leading contemporaries of Lincoln including Salmon P. Chase, 
William Seward, John C. Frémont and Charles Sumner. The 
set beautifully and sumptuously bound in full morocco-gilt 
with inlaid morocco decorations.

First published in 1890 and 1894, Nicolay and Hay’s monumental 
biography of Lincoln and the first definitive collection of his 
works were the result of more than ten years of collaboration. 
John Nicolay, Lincoln’s private secretary, “enjoyed the intimate 
friendship of the President… few men were as close to Lincoln 
as Nicolay or so fully enjoyed his confidence.” John Hay, after 
serving as Lincoln’s assistant and confidant, achieved literary 
fame and served as Secretary of State under McKinley and 

Roosevelt. The authors shared a personal knowledge of, and love for, President 
Lincoln, and were friends of Lincoln’s son. Robert Lincoln gave them the needed 
access to his father’s documents and memorabilia; Nicolay and Hay dedicated the 
original edition to him. Their work “stands as an impressive monument, not only 
because of the vastness of the undertaking, but also because of its enduring historical 
significance” (DAB). Includes an Anthology of Lincoln’s most famous sayings, a 
Chronological Index, and a General Index.

 The final volume of this extra-illustrated set consists entirely of additional 
portraits bound in with letters and official documents signed by some of the 
leading figures of the period, including, of course, President Abraham Lincoln. 
The official pardon signed by Abraham Lincoln as President is a printed document 
on blue paper completed in a secretarial hand, pardoning one Albert Contner in 
1864. Also bound into this set are documents signed by William Seward, Salmon 
P. Chase, George Harrington and Horatio King; and letters by Gideon Welles, 
John C. Frémont, William P. Fessenden Simon Cameron, Charles Sumner, John 
Sherman, Thomas Brown, James Harlan, Isaac Toucey, Gerrit Smith, Benjamin 
Butler and others. Fine condition. A beautifully bound, splendidly extra-illustrated 
set dedicated to the life, writings, and legacy of our nation’s greatest President.

“I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of 
State to affix the Seal of the United States to a 

Warrant for the pardon of Albert Contner, 
dated this day, and signed by me and for so 
doing this shall be his warrant. Abraham 

Lincoln, Washington, 15th September, 1864.”

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/abraham-lincoln-john-g-and-hay-john-nicolay/complete-works-of-abraham-lincoln/90084.aspx
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walt whitman

“America’s Second Declaration Of 
Independence”

55.     WHITMAN, Walt. Leaves of Grass. Brooklyn, 
New York, 1855. Quarto, original dark green cloth 
gilt, custom chemise and slipcase.  $165,000.

Extraordinarily scarce and important first edition in 
original cloth-gilt of the most important volume of 
American poetry. “In Whitman we have a democrat 
who set out to imagine the life of the average man in 
average circumstances changed into something 
grand and heroic… There has never been a more re-

markable poem” (Callow). Whitman person-
ally financed, supervised and even in some 
sections hand-set the type for the small print-
ing of 795 copies.

“No one knows for certain how Whitman 
raised the money to pay for the first Leaves of 
Grass… Whitman had taken his manuscript 
to a couple of friends, the brothers James 
and Thomas Rome, who had a printing shop 
at the corner of Fulton and Cranberry 
Streets. Possibly the author had tried a com-
mercial publisher first and had the book re-
jected. If so, he kept quiet about it. The 
Romes did print a few books but specialized 
in the printing of legal documents. 
Whitman, a proud and skilled printer, 

moved in on them to oversee the production of Leaves. They allowed him to set type himself whenever he felt like it. 
Ten pages or so were his own work. He had a routine and a special chair over in the corner… The inking was spotty 
and must have given Whitman some qualms, but he had no money to spare for anything better… The centerpiece of 
his strange book, in the ‘rough and ragged thicket of its pages,’ was a sustained poem of fifty-two sections called ‘Song 
of Myself… If Emerson is, in John Dewey’s words, the philosopher of democracy, then Whitman is indisputably its 
poet” (Callow, From Noon to Starry Night).

“Always the champion of the common man, Whitman is both 
the poet and the prophet of democracy… In a sense, it is America’s 
second Declaration of Independence: that of 1776 was political, 
this of 1855 intellectual” (PMM 340). The most important and 
influential volume of poetry written in America, Whitman’s lit-
erary masterpiece, Leaves of Grass is “one of the most magnificent 
fabrications of modern times… he never surrendered… his vi-
sion of himself as one who might go forth among the American people and astonish them” (DAB). Only 795 copies of 
this first edition were printed; this notoriously fragile book is exceedingly rare in the original cloth. This copy is one of 
the 262 copies in the rare state B binding, with gilt-lettered title and blindstamped triple-ruled borders, spine titled in gilt. 
A touch of foxing to portrait, far less than usual; slightest edge-wear to original cloth. A beautiful copy.

“He never surrendered his vision of 
himself as one who might go forth among 
the American people and astonish them.” 

—Dictionary of American Biography

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walt-whitman/leaves-of-grass/67301.aspx
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thomas paine

“The Declaration Of Independence Of  
July 4, 1776, Was Due More To Paine’s 

Common Sense Than To Any One  
Other Single Piece Of Writing”

56.  [PAINE, Thomas]. Common Sense. 
Philadelphia, Printed; London, Re-Printed, 1776. 
Slim octavo, original printed self wrappers, 
disbound; slipcase.  $22,000.

Rare 1776 English edition of Common Sense, issued 
within months of the first American edition, a work 

of such paramount interest to both America 
and Britain that this London edition was 
issued almost certainly before the 
Declaration of Independence—that found-
ing document whose issuance on July 4, 
1776 “was due more to Paine’s Common 
Sense than to any one other single piece of 
writing,” an exceptional copy in an inter-
mediate state between the first and second 
English editions, both essentially from the 
same printing of type, with most points of 
the first English edition.

“In a few short pages [Paine] summarized 
the case against the institution of monar-
chy and presented an argument for 

American independence that was elegantly yet so simply stated that it could be understood by nearly every American. 
Common Sense was by far the most influential tract of the American Revolution, and it remains one of the most bril-
liant pamphlets ever written in the English language” (A Covenanted People 27). The 1776 British editions, such as this, 
had a similar impact, greatly affecting public opinion and drawing many influential Englishmen to support the 
American cause. Common Sense was of such general 
interest that it was issued in England almost cer-
tainly before the Declaration of Independence. “It 
worked nothing short of miracles and turned Tories 
into Whigs” (Trevelyan). This rare 1776 English edi-
tion contains Paine’s additions, increasing the work 
by one-third. There were four English editions of 
Common Sense printed by Almon in 1776. This ex-
ceptional 1776 English edition is an intermediate 
state between the rare first and second editions: in 
the format without Plain Truth, without the half title. “Mixed copies are known, made up of signatures from different 
editions” (Gimble, 86). With tiny pinholes at gutter edge from original stitching. A fine copy. All 1776 editions of 
Common Sense are rare and desirable and increasingly difficult to obtain.

“Nothing comparable to Common Sense in its 
immediate impact is to be found in the history of 
literature. It was a clarion call for the American 

colonists to fight for their independence—without 
compromise or vacillation.” —Robert B. Downs

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/thomas-paine/common-sense/91618.aspx
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john hancock/boston massacre

“Tell Me, Ye Bloody Butchers… Do Not The Injured Shades Of Maverick, Gray, Caldwell,  
Attucks And Carr… Fill Even Your Dreams With Terror…”

57.     (BOSTON MASSACRE) HANCOCK, John. An Oration; Delivered March 5th, 1774... to Commemorate the Bloody 
Tragedy of the Fifth of March 1770. Boston, 1774. Slim quarto, early 20th-century maroon cloth; pp. 20.  $22,500.

First edition of John Hancock’s electrifying March 5, 1774 Boston Massacre 
Oration, delivered only a few months after the Boston Tea Party, an eloquent call 
for opposing British rule in which Hancock anticipates a “strategy, which 
Jefferson later used to formulate the Declaration,” in describing Americans as 
voices of “order and justice” and the British as “agents of chaos” (Hurm, Fourth 
of July). Boston Massacre orations “are some of the very few Revolutionary 
political speeches to survive in printed form” (Gustafson, Eloquence is Power). 
This copy with the bookplate of major American collector Bella C. Landauer.

Angry American colonists carried an undimmed recollection of the bloody 1770 
Boston Massacre, seeing it as a turning point in “a deliberate assault of power 
upon liberty” (Bailyn, 117). “The Massacre—it was called that almost immedi-
ately—compelled attention all over again to the question of what British power 
was doing in America” (Middlekauff, 206). Famed as the first signer of the 

Declaration of Independence and unanimously elected 
as President of the Continental Congress, Revolutionary 
leader John Hancock—a “key figure in securing inde-
pendence and creating the republic”—makes a powerful 
call for America’s cause in this first edition of his March 
5, 1774 Boston Massacre Oration (ANB). Hancock mov-
ingly proclaims: “Tell me, ye bloody butchers, ye villains 
high and low, ye wretches who contrived, as well as you 
who executed the inhuman deed, do you not feel the 
goads and stings of conscious guilt pierce through your 
savage bosoms… Do not the injured shades of Maverick, 
Gray, Caldwell, Attucks and Carr… fill even your 
dreams with terror.” Throughout the Revolution “Boston 

Massacre orations set off American colonial 
virtue against British imperial vice” and 

many would cite entire passages from 
Hancock’s influential Oration (Hurm, 

Fourth of July, 60-64). With book-
plate of renowned collector Bella C. 
Landauer. Small institutional 
bookstamps. Text generally fresh 
with light edge-wear to title page, 
expert archival restoration to gut-
ter edge and corners of title page 
and text leaves. A most desirable 

extremely good copy of this founda-
tional Revolutionary work.

“March 5 became an occasion 
every year for orators to 

perpetuate the memory of the 
six martyrs who died in the 

massacre and to keep the fires 
of resistance burning brightly.” 

—Gary Nash

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-hancock-boston-massacre/oration-delivered-march-5-1774-commemorate-boston-massacre-/88642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-hancock-boston-massacre/oration-delivered-march-5-1774-commemorate-boston-massacre-/88642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-hancock-boston-massacre/oration-delivered-march-5-1774-commemorate-boston-massacre-/88642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-hancock-boston-massacre/oration-delivered-march-5-1774-commemorate-boston-massacre-/88642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-hancock-boston-massacre/oration-delivered-march-5-1774-commemorate-boston-massacre-/88642.aspx
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declaration of independence

“We Hold These Truths To Be Self-Evident…”: 
Important Large Broadside Force Engraving Of The Declaration Of Independence, 1848

58.     (DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE) FORCE, Peter. In Congress, July 4th 1776. The Unanimous Declaration of 
the Thirteen United States of America. Washington, 1848. Broadside, copperplate engraving on thin rice paper, handsomely 
floated and framed.  $48,000.

The Peter Force engraving of the Declaration of Independence, with remarkably exact renditions of the signers’ hands. One 
of the best representations of the original manuscript Declaration.

By 1820 the original Declaration of Independence (now housed at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C.) showed serious signs of age and wear from 
handling. John Quincy Adams, then Secretary of State, commissioned William 
J. Stone to engrave an exact copy of the original onto a copper plate. In 1823, 
Congress ordered 200 official copies printed on vellum. Fewer than 40 of 
Stone’s printing on vellum are known to have survived, with at least 21 of those 
housed in institutions and public collections. All subsequent exact facsimiles 
of the Declaration descend from the Stone plate. In 1843 Congress 
commissioned Peter Force to compile and publish The American Archives. Perhaps using the Stone’s original plate at first, but 
then most likely a copy plate, Force prepared prints of the Declaration of Independence on special thin rice paper. Congress 
authorized the printing of 1500 copies of American Archives, but subscriptions for the elaborate edition were disappointing, 
and in the end many fewer copies—perhaps only 500—were issued. Most were folded and bound into Volume I, Series Five, 
published in 1848. This is one of the rare copies that was never folded and bound in, with none of the offsetting or creasing 
generally seen in folded copies, and is especially wide-margined. A bit of minor wear and embrowning. A lovely copy, most 
desirable in this condition.

“By 1820, the ravages of time were 
beginning to take their toll on the 

44-year-old Declaration of 
Independence” —William Coleman

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/declaration-of-independence-peter-force/unanimous-declaration-of-the-thirteen-united-states-of-america/81460.aspx
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walker evans

“1938-1971 Is A Respectable Stretch, Isn’t It”:  
Exceedingly Scarce Presentation/Association First Edition Of Walker Evans’ American Photographs, 

With Photographic Print Additionally Inscribed And Signed By Evans

59.     EVANS, Walker. American Photographs. New York, 1938. Square octavo, original black cloth with cream paper spine 
label, dust jacket.  $25,000.

First edition of Evan’s landmark photo-book, inscribed by him to longtime friend, 
journalist William Chapman, “To Bill Chapman, (1938-1971 is a respectable stretch, 
isn’t it. Congratulations!) Walker,” this copy also with a vintage black-and-white 
photographic print (4-3/4 by 6-3/4 inches) captioned by Evans and signed by him, “Eliza 
Hobson with love to Bill Chapman, W. Evans.”

In 1938 Walker Evans was the first photographer to have a solo exhibition at New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art. Published in conjunction with that landmark show, the 87 
images presented here revolutionized photography’s documentary role, and the book’s 
very design reconfigured the photo-essay into “a complex, elliptical, hugely ambitious 
work.” From its opening sequence of a photographer’s shop, American Photographs 
“declares itself not just a book about the world, but about photography… It constitutes a 
document of 1930s America so persuasive that John Szarkowski has remarked: ‘It is dif-
ficult to know now with certainty whether Walker Evans recorded the America of his 
youth, or invented it” (Parr & Badger I:114). Recipient William Chapman was a writer 

and editor for publica-
tions such as Time and 
Sports Illustrated. Over 
the course of their careers, Evans and Chapman became 
friends, and this book may have been inscribed when Evans 
stayed at Chapman’s South Carolina home in the early 1970s. 
The photographic print shows a smiling young woman, Eliza 
Hobson, who was the daughter of a mutual friend of the two 
men. A rarely found near-fine inscribed presentation copy 
with a memorable association.

“Evans is fast replacing Paul 
Strand, Alfred Stieglitz and 
Edward Weston as the most 
influential photographer of 

the 20th century… his 
images throb not only with 
their carefully calibrated 

visual life, but with human 
life.”  —New York Times

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/walker-evans/american-photographs/91284.aspx
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theodore roosevelt

Signed Limited First Edition Of African Game Trails,  
One Of Only 500 Copies Signed By Theodore Roosevelt

60.     ROOSEVELT, Theodore. African Game Trails. New York, 1910. Two volumes. Large octavo, original three-quarter tan 
pigskin, textured cloth dust jackets, original paper dust jackets.  $11,000.

Signed limited first edition, one of only 500 copies signed by Roosevelt, with 
50 illustrations, including photographs, photogravures, drawings and a 
map, in very scarce original dust jackets.

“One of the most famous of all big-game hunting epics, this, with its larger 
than life sportsmen, was almost continuously in print until the 1930s. In 
British East Africa, Roosevelt hunted lion and plains game on the Kapiti 
Plains, while, in the Bondoni hill country, he collected rhinoceros and giraffe. 
On Juja Farm, his son Kermit faced leopard, while Teddy bagged rhino and 
hippopotamus. On the Kamiti River, buffalo were taken. Near the Sotik, 
additional rhino and lion were hunted, with elephant bagged near Mt. Kenia. On the Guaso Nyiro, giraffe and a variety of plains 
game were shot. Further adventures included hunting elephant near Lake Nyanza, rhino and plains game in the Lado, and eland 
on the Nile. Roosevelt’s total bag was enormous even by the liberal standards of that era” (Czech, 138-39). Scarce original printed 
paper dust jackets with light toning and rubbing to spines, minor loss to spine ends. Books fine. A desirable copy.

“Roosevelt was that rare adventurer 
who handled a pen as well as he 
handled a rifle, and his words 

remain as compelling as ever…” 
—H.W. Brands

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/theodore-roosevelt/african-game-trails/88922.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/theodore-roosevelt/african-game-trails/88922.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/theodore-roosevelt/african-game-trails/88922.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/theodore-roosevelt/african-game-trails/88922.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/theodore-roosevelt/african-game-trails/88922.aspx
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john harris

“A Great Collection”: 1764 Edition Of Harris’ Compleat Collection  
Of Voyages And Travels, Including Cortes, Drake, Magellan, And Others,  

Beautifully Illustrated With 61 Maps And Plates

61.     HARRIS, John. Navigantium atque Itinerantum Bibliotheca; Or, a Compleat Collection of Voyages and 
Travels. London, 1764. Two volumes. Folio, period-style full sprinkled calf gilt.  $21,000.

Desirable 1764 (third) edition, revised and considerably enlarged, with 39 engraved plates and 22 magnificent 
engraved maps, many of which are folding. Includes descriptions of America, the South Seas, the West Indies, the 
North Pole, Russia, China, Africa and India.

“A great collection” (Cox I: 10). Scholar, scientific writer and topographer John 
Harris, a distinguished member of the Royal Society, first published this work 
in 1705 to compete with Churchill’s 1704 collection of voyages. Harris’ work 
differed from his rival in aiming to provide a comprehensive history rather 
than simply a collection of previously published narratives. “Harris ‘edits’ 
these voyages by pruning, rearranging, ‘digesting’ in his own words with 
quotations interspersed taken from the originals. He adds some valuable and 
useful historical accounts of the growth of trade, habits of commerce, growth of 
Companies with exclusive rights, etc.” (Cox). Among the voyages included are 
those of Magellan, Drake, Cavendish, Cortes, Schouten, Hawkins, Narbrough and Dampier, as well as many others. 
“To the original extensive collection are added accounts of voyages complete since the first publication: Christopher 
Middleton to Hudson’s Bay, 1741-42; Bering to the Northeast, 1725-26; Woodes Roger’s circumnavigation, 1708-11; 
Clipperton and Shevlocke’s circumnavigation, 1719-22; Roggeveen to the Pacific, 1721-33; and the various travels of 
Lord Anson, 1740-44 (Hill 774, 775). Maps and plates beautiful and fine, text with just a bit of scattered faint marginal 
dampstaining in Volume I. Beautifully bound.

“Let anyone inspect the 
curious contents… and he 
will not hesitate a moment 
respecting the importance of 

the work.” —Thomas Dibdin

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-harris/navigantium-atque-itinerantium-bibliotheca/88867.aspx
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robert frost

First Issue Of Frost’s First Published Book, A Boy’s Will, Inscribed By Frost

62.     FROST, Robert. A Boy’s Will. London, 1913. Octavo, original bronzed brown pebbled cloth; custom chemise and 
slipcase.  $25,000.

One of the rarest of all Frost printings: the true first issue of A Boy’s Will, his first published book, the first and second issues 
of which only 284 copies are believed to have been bound up and sold, inscribed by Frost: “Russell —, from Robert Lee Frost, 
1945.” A lovely copy in the very scarce Binding A, desirable signed by Frost.

In September 1912 Frost took his family to England and there found a publisher, David Nutt, who was willing to bring out 
his first book of poetry. “The poems in A Boy’s Will are short lyrics, many of them love poems for Elinor [Frost’s wife]. 

Although a few have the inversions and poetic language associated 
with 19th-century poetry, others, such as ‘Mowing’ and ‘Storm Fear,’ 
indicate the experiments with voice tone and colloquial diction that 
distinguish Frost’s great poetry. The lyrics are arranged to chronicle a 
boy’s maturation from idealism and self-centeredness to a realization 
of love and an acceptance of loss. In the first edition Frost included 
prose glosses for all but two of the 32 poems. Although these often 
provide an ironic perspective upon the immature boy, they were 
omitted from later reprints” (DAB). One thousand sets of sheets of the 

book were originally printed. No more than 350 copies, but likely only about 284 copies, were bound up for distribution by 
Nutt between April 1913 and the spring of 1921. Copies bound for Nutt before April 1, 1913 were bound in binding A—
bronzed brown pebbled cloth [the present copy]. Those in binding B, cream vellum-paper boards, were bound and issued 
during World War I. (Many were re-issued much later in different bindings.) Early ink presentation inscription on the front 
free endpaper, beneath which Frost has penned “circa 1913,” followed by his own inscription, dated 1945. Fine condition.

“We do not need to be told that the poet 
is a young man: the dew and the 

ecstasy—the audacity, too—of pristine 
vision are here.” —Deirdre Fagan

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/robert-frost/boy-s-will/90815.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/robert-frost/boy-s-will/90815.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/robert-frost/boy-s-will/90815.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/robert-frost/boy-s-will/90815.aspx


arthur conan doyle

“It Is My Business To Know What Other People Don’t Know”

63.     CONAN DOYLE, Arthur. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. WITH: The Memoirs 
of Sherlock Holmes. London, 1892, 1894. Two volumes. Octavo, original pictorial light blue 
and dark blue cloth, custom half morocco clamshell box.  $18,000.

First editions in book form of these classic stories starring literature’s most famous detective, 
illustrated by Sidney Paget, with a clipped inscription from the author (“Yours very truly,  
A. Conan Doyle”) laid into Memoirs.

Sherlock Holmes first appeared in the novel A Study in Scarlet (1887), but his adventures in the 
Strand Magazine would bring both him and his creator, Arthur Conan Doyle, lasting fame. 
“The initial 12 tales were collected between covers as The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, 
published in England and America in 1892; and 11 of the second 12… as The Memoirs of 
Sherlock Holmes, published in 1894. If any reader be prepared to name two other books that 
have given more innocent but solid pleasure, let him speak now—or hold his peace!” (Haycraft, 
50). These volumes contain such famous and memorable tales as “A Scandal in Bohemia” and 
“The Adventure of the Speckled Band.” Of special note is the last case in the Memoirs, “The 
Final Problem,” in which Holmes apparently meets his death in a struggle with “the Napoleon 
of crime,” Professor Moriarty. “At one point, tiring of the detective, Doyle attempted to exter-
minate him… but the clamor of his admirers forced him to resurrect Holmes for several fur-
ther volumes, and his popularity has 
waned little since” (Benet, 273). With 
Sidney Paget’s original, iconic illustra-
tions: “Paget’s spirited illustrations… 
greatly assisted to popularize those sto-
ries” (DNB). Bookplates. Old pencil no-
tations. Gift inscription in Memoirs dated 
1895. Hinges professionally and invisibly 
repaired. A very nearly fine copy.

“For who would deny that, in just over 
a century, Holmes has become of the 

three most famous characters in 
literature, the other two being Hamlet 
and Robinson Crusoe?” — Peter Haining

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/sir-arthur-conan-doyle/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-with-memoirs/90236.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/sir-arthur-conan-doyle/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-with-memoirs/90236.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/sir-arthur-conan-doyle/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-with-memoirs/90236.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/sir-arthur-conan-doyle/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-with-memoirs/90236.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/sir-arthur-conan-doyle/adventures-of-sherlock-holmes-with-memoirs/90236.aspx
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william blackstone

“At Once Acclaimed A Classic”

64.     BLACKSTONE, William. Commentaries on the Laws of England. Oxford, 1765-69. Four volumes. Quarto, 
contemporary tan calf rebacked, custom slipcase.  $20,000.

First edition of Blackstone’s landmark Commentaries, perhaps the single 
most important legal work in Anglo-American history.

One of the greatest achievements in legal history, Blackstone’s 
Commentaries of the Laws of England was instrumental to the definition 
of the English constitution and important in establishing common law as 
the basis of the American legal system. “The Commentaries are not only a 
statement of the law of Blackstone’s day, but the best history of English law 
as a whole which had yet appeared… the skillful manner in which 
Blackstone uses his authorities new and old, and the analogy of other 
systems of law, to illustrate the evolution of the law of his day, had a vast 
influence, both in England and America” (NYU, 34). The Commentaries 
helped clarify English law by introducing to the public its formative tradi-
tions. “Until the Commentaries, the ordinary Englishman had viewed the 
law as a vast, unintelligible and unfriendly machine… Blackstone’s great 
achievement was to popularize the law and the traditions which had in-
fluenced its formation… He did for the English what the imperial publi-
cation of Roman law did for the people of Rome” (PMM 212). Interior 
quite clean, contemporary calf boards very handsome.

“Daniel Boorstin wrote that no 

other book except the Bible played  

a greater role in the history of 

American institutions. The 

Founders of the country found their 

philosophy in John Locke and their 

passion in Thomas Paine, but they 

found the blueprint for a new 

nation in Blackstone.” —Greg Bailey

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-blackstone/commentaries-on-the-laws-of-england/84810.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-blackstone/commentaries-on-the-laws-of-england/84810.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-blackstone/commentaries-on-the-laws-of-england/84810.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/william-blackstone/commentaries-on-the-laws-of-england/84810.aspx
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mary wollstonecraft

“Liberty And Equality For All Humanity”

65.     WOLLSTONECRAFT, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. London, 1792. Octavo, contemporary full brown 
tree calf gilt.  $17,500.

First edition of this classic work on freedom, equality, and education, in contemporary tree calf.

“Wollstonecraft’s major work caused an outcry when it was published and is hailed as a cornerstone of feminism…. The central 
theme of the work on women’s rights was that they should be educated to carry a responsibility in society equal to that of men. 
In disagreement with Rousseau… Wollstonecraft urged ‘rational fellowship instead of slavish obedience” (Legacies of Genius 
64). Vindication of the Rights of Woman was written in a “plain and direct style, and it was this as well as the idea of writing a 
book on the subject at all, which caused the outcry that ensued… she argued for equality of education for both sexes… and 
co-education. It was a rational plea for a rational basis to the relation between the sexes… Its chief object was to show that 
women were not the playthings of men but ought to be their equal partners, which they could be only if they were educated in 
the same way” (PMM 242). “She was the first woman to articu-
late publicly a request for women’s suffrage and coequal educa-
tion… Although Wollstonecraft is best known as a feminist 
thinker, her philosophies are not limited to women’s issues… 
Wollstonecraft adamantly asserts that education inculcating 
reason will eventually emancipate all humankind from all forms 
of servitude (political, sexual, religious, or economic)” (Great Thinkers of the Western World, 322-327). Text generally fresh with 
light scattered foxing, first and last sections with light expert cleaning, minor expert paper repair to one leaf (D8), tiny hole 
minimally affecting text (N7). Contemporary calf with expert restoration. A handsome copy.

“The foundation for the feminist movements 
of the 19th and 20th centuries.”  

 —McGreal, Great Thinkers of the Western World

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mary-wollstonecraft/vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman/88012.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mary-wollstonecraft/vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman/88012.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mary-wollstonecraft/vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman/88012.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/mary-wollstonecraft/vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman/88012.aspx
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william faulkner

“William Faulkner At His Best”

66.     FAULKNER, William. Go Down, Moses and Other Stories. New York, 1942. Octavo, original three-quarter rose 
cloth, custom cloth clamshell box.  $35,000.

Signed limited first edition, one of only 100 copies signed by the author. The scarcest of all Faulkner signed limited 
editions, with the first book appearance of “The Bear.”

Go Down, Moses “was a landmark volume for Faulkner… Here we have the 
Southern dilemma, and Faulkner has transformed it into the American” (Karl, 
665-67). “So committed was Faulkner to the expansive possibilities of the short 
story form that in Go Down, Moses he created what he always insisted was a novel 
composed entirely of interrelated stories previously published separately” (Gelfant, 
252). One of the most acclaimed stories, “The Bear,” had appeared, in abbreviated 
form, in the Saturday Evening Post the same year (Brodsky 229); the coming-of-age 
tale remains one of Faulkner’s most anthologized. A contemporary review in the 
Boston Globe said of all the stories that they “represent William Faulkner at his 
best. Which is equivalent to saying the best we have.” A fine signed copy.

“He tried to take on as 
much of America as Melville 

and Whitman did, and he 
accomplished as much.”  

—Frederick Karl



85

85 G
r

e
a

t B
o

o
k

s   |   J
a

n
u

a
r

y 2014

george orwell

“All Animals Are Equal, But Some Animals Are More Equal Than Others”

67.     ORWELL, George. Animal Farm: A Fairy Story. London, 1945. Slim octavo, original green cloth, dust 
jacket.  $9700.

First edition, first printing, of Orwell’s “savagely ironical allegory” (Clute & Grant) on the gap between radical 
ideals and reality, his most famous and widely read work, in scarce dust jacket.

“A political fable that partly recounts, in an allegorical mode, the 
aftermath of the Russian revolution, and partly illustrates a belief in the 
universal tendency of power to corrupt” (Stringer, 22). “Animal Farm, 
which owes something to Swift and Defoe, is [Orwell’s] masterpiece” 
(Connolly 93). Because of wartime paper shortages, the first printing of 
this book was only 4500 copies and the dust jacket was usually printed on 
the reverse of Searchlight Books jackets (as here in red). With “May 1945” 
imprint. Fenwick A.10a. Fantasy and Horror 5-236. Book fine, scarce dust 
jacket near-fine with one short closed tear to front panel, light wear to 
spine ends. An exceptionally nice copy.

“Animal Farm, which owes 
something to Swift and Defoe, 

is his masterpiece, the best 
fable in the language.”  

—Cyril Connolly
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martin luther king, jr.
“Whose Consistent Support Is A Great Source Of Inspiration… Martin”:  

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Last Book, Exceptional Presentation Copy Warmly Inscribed  
To Civil Rights Activists Marian And Arthur Logan

68.     KING Jr., Martin Luther. Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community? New York, Evanston, and London, 1967. 
Octavo, original half black cloth, dust jacket.  $17,500.

First edition, presentation/association copy, of King’s last book, published the year before he was assassinated, in scarce 
original dust jacket, inscribed by him: “To My Dear Friends Marian & Arthur Logan, For whom I have great respect and 

admiration and whose consistent support is a great source of inspiration. 
Martin.” Inscriptions signed with King’s first name only are rare.

King’s final book was published the year before the legendary civil rights 
leader was assassinated in Memphis. Based upon his last address as President 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, delivered in August 1967, 
the book discusses issues raised by recent urban race riots, white backlash, and 
the 1966 shooting of James Meredith. Civil rights activist Marian Bruce Logan, 
who had been a cabaret singer in her youth, married Duke Ellington’s 

physician, Arthur C. Logan. “Mrs. Logan was an associate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and a campaign aide for several 
political figures, including Nelson A. Rockefeller, Robert F. Kennedy and Robert F. Wagner. Mayor Abraham D. Beame 
appointed Mrs. Logan to head the Commission on Human Rights in 1977... Mrs. Logan was a socially prominent fund-raiser 
who generated financial backing for both national and local civil-rights issues and causes, particularly those of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference... In 1971 the Citizens Union presented Dr. and Mrs. Logan with awards for outstanding 
public service for their prominence in campaigning for civil rights and better public health” (New York Times). Interior fine, 
some wear to extremities and soiling to extremities. Bright dust jacket with light wear to extremities, shallow chipping to spine 
ends, and some soiling to rear panel. An extremely good copy with important provenance.

“In this book—his last grand 
expression of his vision—he put 

forward this most prophetic challenge 
to powers that be.” —Cornell West

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/martin-luther-king-jr-/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community-/89188.aspx
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woody guthrie

“If You Find Any Lost People In Here, I Hope You Can Help Find Them”:  
Rare Presentation First Edition Of Bound For Glory,  

Wonderfully Inscribed By Guthrie Within Weeks Of Publication

69.     GUTHRIE, Woody. Bound for Glory. New York, 1943. Octavo, original black cloth, dust jacket, custom box.  $16,500.

First edition, in first-issue dust jacket, of the legendary folk singer’s autobiographical 
account of his Dust Bowl years, the first and only book he published in his lifetime, 
inscribed by him within weeks of publication, “To Ruth—Its the truth. If you find 
any lost people in here, I hope you can help find them. Woody Guthrie 4-3-43.”

“Woody Guthrie inspired a generation of folksingers in the 1950s and 1960s who 
used music to comment on their society and culture with the idea of changing it… 
Guthrie’s anger at the injustices of American society was combined with a strong 
and abiding patriotism that he expressed eloquently in “Pastures of Plenty”—if 
necessary he would defend this land ‘with my life’ because ‘these pastures of plenty 
must always be free” (ANB). Guthrie’s wonderful inscription speaks to a friendly, 
personal relationship with the recipient, who may possibly be Ruth Henderson, wife 
of Woody’s cousin Jack Guthrie. Woody and Jack Guthrie performed together as 
“Oke and Woody” in Los Angeles in the 1930s and Ruth, who was also a singer, 
would occasionally join the act—her performance highlighted by a novelty routine in which Jack would snap cigarettes from 
Ruth’s mouth with a bullwhip. Text fresh, some edge-wear, mild soiling, bit of rubbing to spine head, repaired abrasions to 
spine affecting several letters; some edge-wear, chipping to spine ends of colorful dust jacket affecting the first two letters of 
spine title. A very good copy of this American classic with an especially memorable inscription.

“There’s no mistaking Woody’s 
talent for his expression, his 
ability to sling the American 

language. His book is an 
eloquent piece, wild as a train 

whistle in the mountains.” 
— Horace Reynolds

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/woody-guthrie/bound-for-glory/77588.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/woody-guthrie/bound-for-glory/77588.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/woody-guthrie/bound-for-glory/77588.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/woody-guthrie/bound-for-glory/77588.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/woody-guthrie/bound-for-glory/77588.aspx
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margaret mitchell

“Who Was With Me From The First Shot Fired At Fort Sumter To The End Of Reconstruction”: 
Wonderfully Inscribed By Margaret Mitchell

70.     MITCHELL, Margaret. Gone with the Wind. New York, 1936. Thick octavo, original gray cloth recased, original 
dust jacket.  $38,500.

First edition, in a first-issue dust jacket, of this American classic, inscribe by 
the author: “To Alma Jamison who was with me from the first shot fired at 
Fort Sumter to the end of Reconstruction—I wouldn’t have dared print this 
book without your checking. Margaret Mitchell.” Jamison was the head of 
the Reference Department of the Carnegie Library of Atlanta, who clearly 
assisted Mitchell in her extensive historical researches while writing Gone 
with the Wind.

“This is beyond doubt one of the most remarkable first novels produced by an 
American writer. It is also one of the best… It has been a long while since the 
American public has been offered such a bounteous feast of excellent story-
telling” (New York Times Book Review, 1936). Said to be the fastest selling 
novel in the history of American publishing (50,000 copies in a single day), 
Gone with the Wind won Mitchell the Pulitzer Prize. Included is a copy of 

Margaret Mitchell’s ‘Gone with the Wind’ Letters, 1936-1949, which mentions Alma Hill Jamison twice and reprints a 
letter from 1949 in which Mitchell thanks Jamison for a list of books purchased for the library using funds bequeathed 
by Mitchell, in which she states “I hope in the future I will be able to continue donations for Georgia material for the 
Library and that you will be the person to make the selections.” Book and dust jacket expertly restored. An extraordinary 
presentation/association copy of this classic.

“As quintessentially American as 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings  
is English…the definitive telling  

of one of the basic American 
mythologies: the passing away,  

in blood and ashes, of the grand  
old South.” —Time Magazine

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/margaret-mitchell/gone-with-the-wind/89484.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/margaret-mitchell/gone-with-the-wind/89484.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/margaret-mitchell/gone-with-the-wind/89484.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/margaret-mitchell/gone-with-the-wind/89484.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/margaret-mitchell/gone-with-the-wind/89484.aspx
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ian fleming

“Whom Have You Been Sent Over To Kill Here, Mr. Bond?”

71.     FLEMING, Ian. Live and Let Die. London, 1954. Octavo, 
original black paper boards, dust jacket.  $30,000.

Scarce first edition of Fleming’s second James Bond novel, “full of 
pace, incident and color” (Lycett, 238), in the rare first-issue dust 
jacket.

“Before Casino Royale was published [in 1953], Fleming had already 
researched and written what was originally to be called The 
Undertaker’s Wind… Far from repeating the formula of his first 
success, this [book] was a world away from the sinister style of a 
luxurious European gambling resort” (Black, 10-11). “Fleming 
accomplished an extraordinary amount in the history of the thriller. 
Almost single-handedly, he revived popular interest in the spy novel, 
spawning legions of imitations, parodies, and critical and fictional 
reactions… Through the immense success of the filmed versions of 
his books, his character James Bond became the best known fictional 
personality of his time and Fleming the most famous writer of 
thrillers since Sir Arthur Conan Doyle” (Reilly, 571). First-issue dust jacket without credit for jacket design and art. Owner 
signature. Book fine, with only a couple of spots of foxing to fore-edge of text block. Light wear to extremities and light scattered 
foxing to white rear panel of bright, unrestored dust jacket. An about-fine copy of an increasingly scarce early Bond title.

“Bond was a carefully constructed 
amalgam of what many men would like  
to be—and of what perhaps rather fewer 
women would like to meet: handsome, 

elegant, brave, tough, at ease in expensive 
surrounding, predatory and yet 

chivalrous… with a touch of Byronic 
melancholy and remoteness thrown in.” 

—Dictionary of National Biography

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ian-fleming/live-and-let-die/82840.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ian-fleming/live-and-let-die/82840.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ian-fleming/live-and-let-die/82840.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/ian-fleming/live-and-let-die/82840.aspx
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william blackstone

“A Symbol And A Battle Cry Against Oppression”

72.     (MAGNA CARTA) BLACKSTONE, William. The Great Charter and Charter of the Forest. Oxford, 1759. Folio (11 by 
14 inches), contemporary full brown calf gilt rebacked.  $11,000.

First Blackstone edition, large-paper copy, of one of the finest productions 
of the Clarendon Press, the monumental edition of the Magna Carta 
under the editorship of eminent jurist Sir William Blackstone—his “first 
important work.”

The Magna Carta, signed by King John in 1215, is hailed as “the first 
great public act of the nation” (Stubbs, 571), and looms as one of history’s 
most influential documents. “It became a symbol and a battle cry against 
oppression, each successive generation reading into it a protection of 
their own threatened liberties. In England the Petition of Right (1628) 
and the Habeas Corpus Act (1679) looked directly back to the famous 
charter… In the United States both the national and the state 

constitutions show ideas and even phrases directly traceable to Magna Carta” (New Britannica). The Magna Carta has 
“rightly [become] a sacred text, the nearest approach to an irrepealable ‘fundamental statute’ that England has ever had” 
(Pollock & Maitland I:173), and is known “as a synonym for constitutional government” (Reams, 11-12). This exceptional 
edition of the Magna Carta is “Blackstone’s first important work… It contains the Articles of the Barons, the issues of the 
Great Charter in 1215, 1216 and 1217, with several charters of confirmation, the Charter of the Forest, and the Statute of 
Marlebridge… In a long introduction, Blackstone traces the history of the Charter… and gives an account of the various 
manuscripts known to him” (DNB). Text of documents in Latin; Blackstone’s essay in English. Sabin 10819. Owner 
signature. Interior fine, expert restoration to extremities, handsomely rebacked. A very desirable wide-margined copy in 
contemporary boards.

“In 1759 William Blackstone, the 
magisterial Oxford professor of law, 
provided the scholarship of Magna 
Carta that helped prepare the mind 

for the American revolution of  
the 1770s.” —Peter Linebaugh

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/magna-carta-william-blackstone/great-charter-and-charter-of-the-forest/91649.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/magna-carta-william-blackstone/great-charter-and-charter-of-the-forest/91649.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/magna-carta-william-blackstone/great-charter-and-charter-of-the-forest/91649.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/magna-carta-william-blackstone/great-charter-and-charter-of-the-forest/91649.aspx
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john maynard keynes/
oskar morgenstern

Game Theorist Oskar Morgenstern’s 
Own Copy Of The Most Influential 

Economic Treatise Of The 20th 
Century: First Edition Of Keynes’ 
General Theory Of Employment, 

Interest And Money,  
Twice Signed By Morgenstern

73.     (MORGENSTERN, Oskar) KEYNES, John 
Maynard. The General Theory of Employment, 
Interest and Money. London, 1936. Octavo, 
original blue-green cloth, dust jacket.  $23,500.

First edition of Keynes’ last major work, consid-
ered the most influential economic treatise of 
the 20th century. Princeton economist and game 
theorist Oskar Morgenstern’s personal copy, 
twice signed by him.

Keynes’ General Theory ranks with Smith’s 
Wealth of Nations as an intellectual event and 
with Malthus’ Essay on Population as a guide 

for public policy. “The world-wide slump after 1929 prompted Keynes to attempt an explanation of, and new meth-
ods for controlling, the vagaries of the trade-cycle. First in A Treatise on Money, 1930, and later in his General 
Theory, he subjected the definitions and theories of the classical school of economics to a penetrating scrutiny and 
found them seriously inadequate and inaccurate” (PMM 423). This 
copy belonged to acclaimed Princeton economist Oskar 
Morgenstern and is signed twice by him. Morgenstern is most cel-
ebrated for his formulation of game theory with Von Neumann at 
Princeton in 1944. Together, Morgenstern and Von Neumann 
wrote the groundbreaking Theory of Games and Economic Behavior. 
It was truly “one of the major scientific contributions of the first 
half of the 20th century” (Goldstine & Wigner). As a part of the 
generation of economists that followed Keynes (Theory of Games 
was published just two years before Keynes died), Morgenstern 
both read Keynes and rebelled against him: in one letter to a fellow economist, Morgenstern found General Theory 
“simply horrible, to the extent that I have read it” (OM to Haberler, Apr. 4, 1936, OMDU, Box 5). In the end, his-

tory has looked kindly on both Keynes and Morgenstern, recog-
nizing the men as economic trailblazers, albeit from very differ-
ent schools. Interior fine, only slightest toning to spine and light 
rubbing to spine ends. Scarce dust jacket with expert restoration. 
An exceptional copy with an extraordinary provenance.

“I believe myself to be writing a book 
on economic theory which will largely 

revolutionise… the way the world 
thinks about economic problems.”  

—Keynes to George Bernard Shaw

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/john-maynard-keynes-oskar-morgenstern/general-theory-of-employment-interest-and-money/85275.aspx


lewis carroll

The Appleton Alice: First American  
And Earliest Obtainable Edition Of  
Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland

74.  CARROLL, Lewis. Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. New York, 1866. Octavo, period-style full 
red morocco gilt; original cloth bound in.  $18,000.

Very rare first American edition of Lewis Carroll’s 
brilliant and beloved topsy-turvy fantasy—virtually 
the earliest obtainable edition, preceding the first 
published London edition, beautifully bound, with the 
original cloth bound in.

“The publishing history of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland has a fairy-tale quality all its own. The 
Clarendon Press, Oxford, printed two thousand copies 

of what has come to be known as the first edition of the book. On 24 May 1865 Carroll wrote to his 
publisher… requesting 50 copies to give to friends. On 19 July, however, he heard from John Tenniel, 
his illustrator, that he was ‘dissatisfied with the printing of the pictures.’ On 2 August Carroll finally 
decided on the re-print of Alice, and he immediately set about recalling all the copies that he had sent 
out earlier, promising replacements as soon as 
the new printing was available. The remainder 
of the original books were sold to Appleton, the 
New York publisher, and they would appear, 
with a new title-page, as the first American edi-
tion.” Only about 20 copies with the original 
London title page exist, making it virtually 
unobtainable (Cohen, 113-114). This American 
issue consisted of only 1000 copies. Faintest 
text offsetting and a few spots of soiling, bind-
ing quite lovely. A beautiful about-fine copy.

“Historians of children’s literature 
universally agree that the publication 
of Alices Adventures in Wonderland 

marks the liberation of children’s 
books from the restraining hand of 
the moralists” —Carpenter & Prichard

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/lewis-carroll/alice-s-adventures-in-wonderland/91166.aspx
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a.a. milne

“Among The Best Ever Written For Children”: First Editions Of Milne’s Four Pooh Books

75.     MILNE, A. A. The Four Pooh Books: When We Were Very Young; Winnie The Pooh; Now We Are Six; The House At 
Pooh Corner. London, 1924-28. Four volumes. Small octavo, original pictorial cloth, custom slipcase and chemise. $28,000.

First editions of Milne’s wonderful “Pooh Quartet,” in original dust jackets.

Milne wrote most of these poems at the request of friend 
and fellow poet Rose Fyleman, who was planning a new 
children’s magazine. “On a rain-blighted holiday in Wales, 
[Milne] escaped from the crowd of fellow guests to the 
summerhouse, and for 11 days wrote a set of children’s verses, one 
each day… He added more verses when he got home, enough for 
a book, and allowed some to be published in advance in 
Punch” (Carpenter & Prichard, 351). When We 

Were Very Young first edition, second issue as usual, with page ix numbered (any 
first edition copy is exceedingly scarce). Books fine with cloth clean and gilt 
bright. When We Were Very Young and House at Pooh Corner dust jackets 
extremely good with light edge-wear, tape repairs to versos; sticker residue to 
front panel of House at Pooh Corner jacket. Remaining jackets about-fine. A 
most desirable near-fine first edition set of four cherished childhood classics.

“There is no point in life 
when this book isn’t funny 
and touching and perfect.”  

—Nicole Johnston Wroblewski

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/a-a-milne/four-pooh-books/64189.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/a-a-milne/four-pooh-books/64189.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/a-a-milne/four-pooh-books/64189.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/a-a-milne/four-pooh-books/64189.aspx
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dr. seuss

A Great Children’s Rarity: First Edition In Dust Jacket  
Of The Cat In The Hat, Inscribed By Seuss

76.     SEUSS, Dr. The Cat in the Hat. New York, 1957. Octavo, original pictorial 
paper boards, dust jacket.  $20,000.

First edition of this rare and important children’s classic, particularly desirable 
inscribed by the beloved author-illustrator, with his characteristic flourish: 
“for PAULA, Best Wishes - Dr. Seuss.”

“A turning point, not only in the career 
of Dr. Seuss but in the reading habits of 
American children, occurred in the late 
1950’s. Inspired by a thoughtful article 
by John Hersey in Life magazine, enti-
tled ‘Why do Students Bog Down on 
the First R?,’ Seuss began to address the 
problem, which has since entered the 
popular parlance as the why-Johnny-
can’t-read syndrome. Hersey’s conten-
tion was that the schools were filled 
with ‘pallid primers’ such as Fun with 
Dick and Jane, featuring ‘abnormally 
courteous, unnaturally clean boys and girls,’ that real children found them 
uninspiring, and that many bookstores displayed more attractive alternatives, 
the ‘jaunty juveniles’ with ‘strange and wonderful animals and children who 
behave naturally, i.e., sometimes misbehave.’ Seuss’ answer was The Cat in the 
Hat” (Dr. Seuss from Then to Now, 45). “This extraordinary writer has done 
more to foster literacy in children than most because he manages to combine 

lunacy with sanity, fun with learning, 
and quality with exuberant readability” 
(Joseph Connolly). Younger & Hirsch 7. 
Pencil child owner signatures. A few 
stray ink marks. Interior generally fine. 
Boards with light rubbing and toning to 
edges. Dust jacket with mild rubbing, 
small closed tear to spine head. An ex-
tremely good copy, elusive and desirable 
inscribed.

“I like nonsense, it wakes up 
the brain cells … It’s a way 

of looking at life through the 
wrong end of a telescope. 
Which is what I do, And 

that enables you to laugh at 
life’s realities.” —Dr. Seuss

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/dr-seuss/cat-in-the-hat/77550.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/dr-seuss/cat-in-the-hat/77550.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/dr-seuss/cat-in-the-hat/77550.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/dr-seuss/cat-in-the-hat/77550.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/dr-seuss/cat-in-the-hat/77550.aspx
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss


95

85 G
r

e
a

t B
o

o
k

s   |   J
a

n
u

a
r

y 2014

kay thompson

“With Love—There Is No Doubt—From Kay”: Wonderful Set Of Eloise First Editions,  
All Inscribed Or Signed By Kay Thompson, And With Hilary Knight’s Signature In Eloise In Paris

77.     THOMPSON, Kay. Eloise. WITH: Eloise in Paris. WITH: Eloise at Christmastime. WITH: Eloise in Moscow. New 
York, 1955-59. Together, four volumes. Slim folios, original cloth, dust jackets.  $25,000.

First editions of all four of Thompson’s popular “book for precocious grown ups” and its sequels published in her lifetime: 
Eloise, Eloise at Christmastime and Eloise in Moscow each inscribed by Thompson, and Eloise in Paris signed by both 
Thompson and illustrator Hillary Knight. A wonderful set.

“While still on tour with the Williams Brothers sometime around 1950, [singer] 
Thompson had arrived late to a rehearsal one night and playfully apologized to the crew 
in a high little girl voice, identifying herself as a six-year-old named Eloise. The character 
became a recurring joke, and Thompson played the part of the mischievous child… As 
the personality of the tyke emerged in Thompson’s spontaneous riffs, Eloise became 
increasingly well defined, and a friend suggested that she become the subject of a book. 
The friend introduced Thompson to Hilary Knight, a well-known children’s illustrator, 
and the combination clicked” (ANB). Eloise inscribed to Robert Wells, who wrote a 1956 
song about the character (he is best known for co-writing “The Christmas Song” with 
Mel Tormé): “For Bob—With love—there is no doubt—from Kay.” Eloise at Christmastime 
inscribed, “For the one you leave at home from the one who got out! with fun fun fun! 
Kay Thompson.” Eloise in Moscow inscribed, “ME ELOISE For Lord’s sake for Dr. Parker—Definitely Da Da Da, Kay Thompson.” 
Eloise in Paris signed by Thompson and Knight, and dated 2007 by Knight. Books and dust jackets generally fresh and fine. A 
wonderful signed and inscribed set of modern children’s classics.

“To me Eloise is the most 
glorious book ever written 

about an endearingly 
frightful little girl. 

Completely enchanting.”  
—Cornelia Otis Skinner
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e.b. white

An Exceptional Rarity Signed By Both E.B. White And Garth Williams: First Edition Of Stuart Little

78.     WHITE, E.B. Stuart Little. New York and London, 1945. Octavo, 
original pictorial olive cloth, dust jacket, custom slipcase.  $40,000.

A great children’s rarity: first edition, first printing, of White’s “outstandingly 
funny and sometimes touching” (Carpenter & Prichard, 568) first book for 
children, signed by White and illustrator Garth Williams.

“The story had been brewing with White for years as a disconnected series of 
bedtime tales for his nieces and nephews by the time it came to Harper. 
There, shepherded by the distinguished editor Ursula Nordstrom and 
felicitously illustrated [with 87 drawings] by Garth Williams, the book was 
eventually published-generally to high acclaim… The book sounds a 
resonant note as Stuart undertakes his quest for the beautiful bird, Margalo. 
And that quest, as White himself noted, ‘symbolizes the continuing journey 
that everybody takes—in search of what is perfect and unattainable. This is 
perhaps too elusive an idea to put into a children’s book, but I put it in 
anyway” (Silvey, 677). Interior fine. Light wear to extremities of dust jacket 
with toning to spine, a tiny abrasion to spine, and a tiny closed tear and a 
tiny, unobtrusive tear to front panel. An about-fine signed copy.

 “White sent an unfinished 
manuscript to his editor at Harper 

& Brothers, Eugene Saxton.  
‘It would seem to be for children, 
but I’m not fussy who reads it,’  
he offered, adding, ‘You will be 
shocked and grieved to discover 

that the principal character in the 
story has somewhat the attributes 

and appearance of a mouse.’”  
—Jill Lepore

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/e-b-white/stuart-little/90341.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/e-b-white/stuart-little/90341.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/e-b-white/stuart-little/90341.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/e-b-white/stuart-little/90341.aspx
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crockett johnson

“The Crayon Is As Much A Character As Harold”: First Edition Of Harold And The Purple Crayon

79.     JOHNSON, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon. New York, 1955. 12mo, original half black cloth, dust 
jacket.  $6800.

First edition of the very scarce first book in Crockett 
Johnson’s Harold and the Purple Crayon series, in scarce 
original dust jacket.

This enormously successful book recounts the nighttime 
adventures of Harold, who creates his dreams as he draws 
them with his trusty purple crayon. “With the fewest of lines, 
Johnson depicts Harold as a toddler clad in sleepers, his 
chubby hand gripping a fat plum-colored crayon. From page 
to page, the thick, firm, purple mark delineates Harold’s 
actions against the stark white background so effectively and 
ingeniously that the crayon is as much a character as Harold. 
The same economy that informs Johnson’s art permeates his 
text; he writes so concisely of Harold’s moonlight stroll that 
his style perfectly echoes the clarity of his boldly outlined 
cartoon illustrations” (Silvey). Book about-fine, with slight 
rubbing mainly to corners. Dust jacket near-fine, with lower 
corner of flap clipped, light rubbing to extremities, and single 
tape repair to verso. A lovely copy.

“There are no adults to 
demonstrate or remonstrate.  

It comes out of the same theory: 
Let the kid do his own thing. Let 

him have fun. It’s fun. Not to 
teach; there are no lessons in 
Harold. You have fun, you do 

what you like and no one’s going 
to punish you. You’re just a kid.”  

—Maurice Sendak
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gustave flaubert

“Bovary C’est Moi”: Scarce First Edition Of Flaubert’s Masterpiece

80.    FLAUBERT, Gustave. Madame Bovary. Paris, 1857. Two volumes. Thick 12mo, original printed pale green paper 
wrappers, glassine, custom chemises and slipcases.  $18,000.

First edition, first issue in book form, of Flaubert’s literary masterpiece, “the definitive model of the novel” (Émile Zola) 
and the work that “ushered the age of realism into modern European literature,” in exceptionally rare original wrappers. 
A beautiful copy.

Upon publication of Madame Bovary, both Flaubert and his publisher were brought to trial on charges of immorality and 
narrowly escaped conviction (the same tribunal found Charles Baudelaire guilty on the same charge six months later). 

Although purportedly based in part on the circumstances of Flaubert’s friend 
Louise Pradier, the author’s claim that “Madame Bovary is myself,” with his 
unrelenting objectivity and deep compassion for his characters, earned him a 
reputation as the great master of the Realist school of French literature. Flaubert’s 
attention to minute particulars of description and his belief in “le mot juste” 
significantly influenced later writers and thinkers, making Madame Bovary 
integral to the evolution of modern literature. Armorial bookplate of renowned 

collector William M. Fitzhugh laid in. Small closed tear to rear wrapper and glassine of Volume I and mild toning to 
spines. A superb copy in about-fine condition, exceedingly rare in fragile original wrappers.

“A masterpiece of the 
contemporary novel.”  

—Gustave Lanson and Paul Truffaut

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/gustave-flaubert/madame-bovary/87408.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/gustave-flaubert/madame-bovary/87408.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/gustave-flaubert/madame-bovary/87408.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/gustave-flaubert/madame-bovary/87408.aspx
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beatrix potter

The Tailor Of Gloucester, One Of Only 500 Privately Printed Copies, Wonderful Presentation-
Association Copy Inscribed By Potter To A Close American Friend 

81.     POTTER, Beatrix. The Tailor of Gloucester. London, December, 1902. 12mo, original pictorial pink boards, custom 
chemise and half morocco slipcase.  $32,000.

True first edition, one of only 500 privately printed copies, of Potter’s second book, with frontispiece and 15 illustrations in 
color, three of which do not appear in the first trade edition of October, 1903. A wonderful association copy, with a gift 
inscription to a long-time friend: “For Marian Frazer Harris Perry from ‘Beatrix Potter’ (Mrs. W. Heelis) in remembrance of 
her visit to Sawrey, Ambleside, Ap. 10th, 1929.” Rare and desirable.

Inspired by a real-life incident involving a tailor’s efforts to finish a 
waistcoat for the new mayor of Gloucester, this book “was Potter’s own 
favorite of all her stories, and one can see why, for in it she indulges her 
own fascination with the era of her grandparents and great-grandparents… 
Fairy tale, nursery rhyme and Arcadian fantasy all come together for a 
moment in perfect balance. No wonder Beatrix Potter was proud of the 
book” (Carpenter, 148). “Evidently with some regret,” Potter deleted from 
the first trade edition eight or nine pages of text which appear in this 
edition “where she had described in detail how Simpkin wandered through 
the streets of Gloucester on the night of Christmas Eve, when all the animals were talking and the carol singers were singing. 
This is the part of the story which contained the majority of her rhymes and verses” (Linder 117). Inscribed by Potter to her 
long-time friend Marian Perry. “Of all the Americans Beatrix met and befriended, Marian Perry was the closest to her in 
upbringing, experience and personality” (Lear, 340). Perry and Potter exchanged letters beginning in 1927, and Perry 
purchased some of Potter’s drawings. Plates clean. Light toning to spine, slight wear to spine ends, faint soiling to boards. A 
lovely and desirable inscribed presentation-association copy of one of the rarest Beatrix Potter titles, in near-fine condition.

“Fairy tale, nursery rhyme and 
Arcadian fantasy all come together  

for a moment in perfect balance.  
No wonder Beatrix Potter was proud 

of the book.” —Humphrey Carpenter

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/beatrix-potter/tailor-of-gloucester/83732.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/beatrix-potter/tailor-of-gloucester/83732.aspx
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http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/beatrix-potter/tailor-of-gloucester/83732.aspx
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jesse livermore

“I Hope You Enjoy It”: How To Trade In Stocks,  
1940 Limited First Edition, Most Rare Inscribed By Livermore

82.     LIVERMORE, Jesse L. How to Trade in Stocks. New York, 1940. Octavo, original blue cloth, slipcase, clamshell box.  $25,000.

Limited first edition, one of fewer than 500 copies specially printed on rag paper, of the only book by one of Wall Street’s most 
flamboyant stock traders, this scarce work featuring the first in-depth explanation of the famed Livermore Formula, his highly 
successful trading method still in use today, and containing 16 full color charts, inscribed by Livermore: “Brother Lowell, I hope you 
enjoy it, J.L.”

The only book written by Jesse L. Livermore, widely believed to be the subject of Edwin 
Lefèvre’s fictional biography and investment classic Reminiscences of a Stock Operator. 
One of the most flamboyant figures on Wall Street in the first half of the 20th century, 
Livermore made and lost several fortunes and was even blamed for the stock market 
crash of 1929. How to Trade in Stocks offers an in-depth explanation of the Livermore 
Formula, the trading method, still in use today, that turned Livermore into a Wall Street 
icon. Published the same year as a trade edition. Although the limitation statement 

suggests that 500 copies of the limited edition were produced, the late collector/dealer of Wall Street books Rod Klein asserted that 
the true number of limited editions was probably far fewer than 500. Livermore committed suicide the same year this book was 
published, too tortured by depression to enjoy the $5 million he had amassed. Accordingly, signed copies are exceptionally rare. 
Light foxing to inner paper hinges, original slipcase only lightly rubbed. A fine inscribed copy, rare and desirable.

“Profits always take care of 
themselves, but losses never do.” 

—Jesse Livermore

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/jesse-l-livermore/how-to-trade-in-stocks/88333.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/jesse-l-livermore/how-to-trade-in-stocks/88333.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/jesse-l-livermore/how-to-trade-in-stocks/88333.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/jesse-l-livermore/how-to-trade-in-stocks/88333.aspx
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alexander the great/charlemagne

“In Feats Of Arms, There Are None That Exceeded Him”

83.     CLARKE, Samuel E. The Life & Death of Alexander the Great… As Also Charlemagne. London, 1665. 12mo, 
period-style full black morocco gilt.  $12,500.

Scarce first edition of Clarke’s accounts of Alexander the Great—“among the most important men who ever lived”—and 
of Charlemagne, “a valuable source” of biographical information, with fine engraved frontispiece portrait, beautifully 
bound.

This scarce 1665 volume brings together significant early English histories of the life 
of Alexander the Great and of Charlemagne, men whose military accomplishments 
and statesmanship founded two great empires. Like his studies of Hannibal, Caesar 
and Queen Elizabeth, these works by British cleric Samuel Clarke “are a valuable 
source… He covered a broad spread of history” (Bremer & Webster, 56). Clarke’s life 
of Alexander is a sympathetic portrait of the brilliant conqueror who “ranks 
historically among the most important men who ever lived” (Wilcken, ix). The 
volume’s accompanying account of Charlemagne praises the “greatest of medieval kings,” who founded the Holy Roman 
Empire (Durant, Story of Civilization). With engraved frontispiece portrait after Cross; ornamental woodcut engraved 
headpieces and initials. With three pages of advertisements at rear. Wing C4526. Occasional marginalia. Scattered light 
foxing. An about-fine copy, quite handsomely bound.

“In Martial Discipline,  
in Valour, in Dexterity,  

in feats of Armes, there are 
none that exceeded him.”

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-the-great-s-e-clarke/life--death-of-alexander-the-great--and-charlemagne/91642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-the-great-s-e-clarke/life--death-of-alexander-the-great--and-charlemagne/91642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-the-great-s-e-clarke/life--death-of-alexander-the-great--and-charlemagne/91642.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/alexander-the-great-s-e-clarke/life--death-of-alexander-the-great--and-charlemagne/91642.aspx
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richard francis burton

“A Remarkable Work” (T.E. Lawrence):  
First Edition Of A Pilgrimage To El-Medinah And Meccah, 

Burton’s Rarest Title

84.     BURTON, Richard Francis. Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage 
to El-Medinah and Meccah. London, 1855-56. Three volumes. Octavo, 
original blue cloth.  $18,500.

First edition of “a most remarkable work of the highest value” (T.E. 
Lawrence), Burton’s scarce and important illustrated narrative of his 
journey to Mecca, with five full-page color chromolithographs, eight 
tinted plates, one black-and-white plate, three plans (two folding), and 
a folding map. In rare original cloth.

After years of studying Oriental customs and manners, Burton offered 
his services to the Royal Geographical Society “for the purpose of 
removing that opprobrium to modern adventure, the huge white blot 

which in our maps still notes the Eastern and Central Regions of Arabia” (Penzer, 44). Burton resolved to wend his way to 
Mecca to observe Muslim rites witnessed by few westerners. Donning a variety of disguises and learning the mannerisms 
common to Islam—how to dress, eat, sit, sleep, pray, etc.—Burton was accepted as a native. Over the course of his journey he 
visited the prophet Mohammed’s tomb (which was located not, as many Christians had hitherto believed, in Mecca, but in 
Medina); commented extensively on the practice of female circumcision; and brought back the first accurate observations by 
a Westerner on the holiest of Muslim holy cities, Mecca. In his bibliography of Burton’s works, Norman Penzer remarks, “I 
questioned Colonel Lawrence [i.e., “Lawrence of Arabia”] about the accuracy of Burton’s description of the journey to Mecca 
and Medina, and he said that it was absolutely correct in every detail” (Penzer, 7). In 1923, Penzer noted that copies in original 
publisher’s cloth were “very rare and increasing in value” (Penzer, 50). Small owner blind embossing to title pages of Volumes 
I and II. Interiors fine; expert paper repair to pages 135/136 of Volume I, not affecting readability, expert reinforcement to 
inner hinges of Volume II. Light rubbing to extremities of original cloth and light soiling to boards. An attractive set of 
Burton’s scarcest and most desirable title, rare in original cloth.

“It meant living with his life in his hand, amongst 
the strangest and wildest companions, adopting 

their unfamiliar manners… the brain at high 
tension, but the mind never wavering from the 

role he had adopted…” —Isabel Burton

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/richard-f-burton/personal-narrative-of-a-pilgrimage-to-el-medinah-and-mecca/86888.aspx
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homer/alexander pope

Rare First Editions Of Pope’s Famous Translations Of Homer’s Iliad And Odyssey, 1715-26

85.     (POPE, Alexander) HOMER. The Iliad of Homer. WITH: The Odyssey of Homer. London, 1715-26. Eleven 
volumes bound as five. Small folio (7-1/2 by 12 inches), contemporary full paneled calf gilt rebacked. $32,000.

Rare first editions, folio issues, of Pope’s famous illustrated translations, 
esteemed by Samuel Johnson as “certainly the noblest version of poetry 
which the world has ever seen,” with frontispiece bust portraits of 
Homer by Vertue and five plates (including a double-page map of 
Phyrgia and the often absent “Shield of Achilles”), handsomely bound.

Samuel Johnson, in his Life of Pope, calls Pope’s ‘Homer’  “certainly the 
noblest version of poetry which the world has ever seen; and its publica-
tion must therefore be considered as one of the great events in the annals 
of learning;” likewise, De Quincey regarded it as “unquestionably the 
greatest literary labor” (Allibone, 1632-34). Occasional light embrown-
ing, minor marginal worming to first few leaves of Iliad, Volume I, 
Odyssey frontispiece portrait with marginal repair, contemporary pan-
eled calf boards with light expert restoration.

“The first perfect poetry of the 
western world. They spring fully 
grown, their predecessors lost, 

and their magic has persisted ever 
since. The legends of the siege of 
Troy and the return of Odysseus 
are the common heritage of all.” 

—Printing & the Mind of Man

http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/homer-alexander-pope/iliad-of-homer-with-odyssey-of-homer/86413.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/homer-alexander-pope/iliad-of-homer-with-odyssey-of-homer/86413.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/homer-alexander-pope/iliad-of-homer-with-odyssey-of-homer/86413.aspx
http://www.baumanrarebooks.com/rare-books/homer-alexander-pope/iliad-of-homer-with-odyssey-of-homer/86413.aspx
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